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Jewish Social Services of Madison

C
arl and Pearl Turchik were people of modest
means. Carl worked in a dry cleaning 
establishment, and Pearl was always a 

careful saver. In her last years, Pearl required 
nursing home care. Because they had no children,
Carl was concerned about who would look after his

wife, should he die
before her. And,

indeed, he did.

When the will
was read, JSS learned

that Carl had left a
bequest to the agency, with the

stipulation that we oversee Pearl’s care. Because JSS
social workers already knew Pearl well, this was a
natural thing to do. To make it legal, JSS was
appointed Pearl’s Corporate Guardian. We managed
her care until her death. In 2007, the JSS Corporate
Guardianship and Financial Management Program
celebrates its 25th anniversary. The program serves
eight to ten individuals annually.

Liesl Blockstein, JSS’ second president, was 
well known for her activism. The entire Madison
community mourned her untimely death in 1986. 
Liesl was especially concerned about those with 
emergency financial needs. Her bequest created an
endowment that helps sustain the JSS Emergency
Financial Assistance Program and other local services.

Harriet Rosenthal, another JSS Board member,
cared deeply that hospice services in Madison be
provided in a way that is sensitive to the needs of the
Jewish community. Harriet’s bequest planted a seed.
Today, thanks to a generous gift from the Temple
Beth El Sisterhood to HospiceCare, Inc., their facility
and services are certified as a Jewish hospice, and
Francie Smith Saposnik is the JSS liaison.

Paula Grzyb, Angela Paratore and Bill Dodge 
were all enthusiastic participants in the Goodman
Lechayim Lunchtime Plus Program. Bill, the father 
of JSS Geriatric Social Worker Nancy Dodge, found

great solace and many friendships through the
Lechayim community after the death of his wife, Ruth.
Angela was a spark plug who was just as entertaining
as any official presenter. Paula was a “regular” who
understood the importance of supporting programs in
which she believed. Bill, Angela and Paula left
personal and financial legacies to JSS

Like Liesl, Arnold Rusky and Lillian Yatvin left us
far too soon. Arnie had come to know JSS through
his work as an attorney with the Dane County
Department of Human Services. He showed his
respect for the agency by leaving two bequests, one
directly to JSS and the other administered through
the Madison Community Foundation.

Lillian Yatvin was a valued social work colleague 
at the West Madison Senior Coalition. When she
became ill and received assistance through JSS, she
generously volunteered to waive confidentiality and
tell her story in Connections so that others would
understand the importance of the agency’s work.
Lillian remembered JSS in her will. We will always
remember her.

Sara Sherkow, retired MATC Dean and a former
JSS Board member, was active in a number of
community organizations ranging from the arts to
education to social services. She was well aware of
the importance of helping them financially in order 
to secure their futures. Sara left bequests to five 
non-profits, among them, JSS.

Victor Rosenberg was a Holocaust survivor who
lived on the Eastside of Madison. Although he was 
a quiet man, not widely known in the community, 
his bequest to JSS illustrated his concern for his
fellow Jews and for the greater Madison community.
Lawrence Singer simply appreciated JSS’ work and
wanted to help support it.

The legacies of these generous individuals have
helped secure the future of Jewish Social Services.
May their memories be for a blessing.
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Some details have been altered to protect
confidentiality.

S
ometimes things just work out, and
that feels good. “Tom,” an out-of-
town family member, called JSS with

a concern about a loved one living in
Madison. “Sara’s” problem was alcohol abuse,
and she’d had another DUI (Driving Under
the Influence) offense. Did JSS
have the name of a lawyer?

The question
opened the door
for a discussion.
Tom described
Sara as “a lost
lamb,” someone
who had paid an
emotional price for
growing up amidst major
family dysfunction. It was 
Tom’s opinion that Sara had
turned to alcohol in her early
teens as a coping strategy.
Over the years, her drinking 
got out of hand.

JSS is not a treatment clinic
for substance abuse or anything else.
But we are often that first contact,
that approachable entry point. Family
members from other communities often
call JSS for reliable assistance and referrals. 

JSS suggested that Tom ask Sara to
contact JSS directly. Tom agreed, with relief.
He was really worried.

It wasn’t long before Sara called. She had
taken some time off from work to figure out

what to do next, and she was terrified that
her world was falling apart. We made
arrangements to meet with her. When 
she arrived, she had just left her first AA
meeting. It was an encouraging sign.

As is often the case, there was more 
information than Tom had known. 
Sara had already been referred for 

counseling by her employer.
However, only three sessions

had been authorized,
and the therapist was

not certified in
alcohol treatment.
Sara had also been
referred to a
substance abuse

treatment
program, but

couldn’t get
through on the

phone. Finally, she
found out that they had

closed without warning.
The insurance
company referred her

to treatment in another
Wisconsin city, but her

driver’s license had been
suspended, and there was no bus.

Sara had reached a critical crossroads,
and she wanted to change her life. She
had decided to sublet her apartment 
and move, so that she could get to work
without a car. She committed to attending
AA meetings. She also wanted to find
additional group support from young
people in recovery.

JSS contacted a substance abuse specialist
whose clinic had received a grant to treat
people with DUIs. The clinic also ran a
support group for young adults in recovery. 
If Sara’s insurance was not sufficient, the
clinic would work with her to figure out a
way to cover the cost. The connection was
made, and Sara followed up immediately,
another good sign.

An estimated 18 million Americans abuse
alcohol, and Jews are not immune. Statistics
for those who remain in recovery long term
are not as good as one would hope, so there
are no guarantees for Sara. But for now, she
is working very hard. She phoned JSS to say,
“thank you.” She has moved, is in therapy at
the clinic, and is attending the support
group as well as AA meetings. She has also
hired an experienced lawyer to represent her
against the DUI charges. Sara reported that
she is getting to work on time at a job she
loves, and she is doing her best to make the
right decisions one day at a time. What
more could one ask?

There are numerous resources for someone
who is ready to reach for recovery. Here
are a couple of possibilities:

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
Madison Area Intergroup/Central
Office
608-222-8989
Email maico@chorus.net
www.aamadisonwi.org 

Prevention-Intervention Center for
Alcohol and Drug Abuse (PICADA)
608-246-7606
Kathleen@fsmad.org

Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically
Dependent Individuals and
Significant Others (JACS)
212-397-4197
www.jacsweb.org

Books on Jews 
and Substance Abuse
Recovery
Rabbi Abraham Twerski, MD

Addiction and the Jewish Community
Stephen J. Levy and Sheila Blume

12 Jewish Steps to Recovery 
Kerry Olitzky

In 2001, Vex and Blume* surveyed individuals who were part of the JACS** database.
Here are some of their conclusions:

■ Being a Jew does not protect one from becoming alcoholic

■ Around 20% of those surveyed reported alcoholism in previous 
generations of their families

■ There are an equal number of women and men among Jews 
who reported primary and secondary alcohol addiction

■ Exceptionally high levels of income and education are not unusual 
for the Jewish chemically dependent.

*The JACS Study I: Characteristics of a Population of Chemically Dependent Jewish Men and
Women Susan Lind Vex, MA and Sheila B. Blume, MD

** Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent Individuals and Significant Others

There are an
estimated 18 million

Americans who abuse
alcohol, and Jews are

not immune.



IN HONOR OF:

Sonia Baku
Judith Ettinger

Lynne Ballesta
Sandy and John Bierman

Janice Beers
Henry Gurevich

Eve Becker
Diane Becker Krasnick and Marc

Krasnick

Lorraine Borsuk, speedy recovery
Joan and Kenneth Riggs

George “Terry” Bryan, speedy recovery
Joan and Kenneth Riggs

Reyzel Burshteyn, 90th birthday
Yelizaveta Kilimnik and Izya Burshtein

George Calden z”l
Betsy Haimson

Sue Center
Sandy and John Bierman

Shannon & Joel Davidson, baby naming,
Chloe Davidson

Janice Wexler and Ron Walker

Cherie & Ron Diamond, birthdays
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser

Karen Shevet Dinah, birthday
Bacia Edelman

Nena Dyhr
Sandy and John Bierman

Sylvia Epstein
Eva Deutschkron

Sylvia Epstein, birthday
Rose Steinig
Liz and Russ Whitesel

Hilda Fine
Sandy and John Bierman

Rochelle & Sherman Frank, speedy recovery
Gerry and Warren Randy

Judy Frankel, becoming Assignment Editor at
WKOW-TV

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Jackie Friend
Sandy and John Bierman

Frances Goldstein
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Louise Goldstein
Sandy and John Bierman
Helen Vukelich

Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen,
marriage of Jordana & Nathan 

Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Francie Smith Saposnik
Barbara Spierer

Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen,
marriage of Jillian and Raphael

Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Francie Smith Saposnik

Irwin and Robert Goodman, righteous works
Francie Smith Saposnik

Dolores & Dieter Gruen
Karen and Michael Ostrov

Sylvia Grunes, 80th birthday
Helen and Irv Klibaner

Sylvia Grunes, for being a wonderful teacher
Roberta and James Lazarz

Betsy Haimson
Sandy and John Bierman

Christina Harrop and Allan Naplan, 
engagement

Susan and Jonathan Lipp

Adrienne Imilkowski
Sandy and John Bierman

The Jewish residents of Skokie, IL, 
for enriching my life

Anonymous

Nancy Johnson
Sandy and John Bierman

JSS Staff
Edith Giovannoni
Pamela Phillips Olson and Steven Olson

JSS Staff, recognition of the good work
Nancy and Andrew Kosseff

Rachel Kaiser and Neil Klein, engagement
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Barbara Spierer

Carol Klein
Sandy and John Bierman

Amy Kubala & Joshua Spierer, marriage
Jerilyn Goodman
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Ruth and Daniel Siegel
Tamar Haimson Simpson

Dale Kunin, speedy recovery
Ruth Levey

Merilyn Kupferberg
Sandy and John Bierman

Lazimy Family, new twin boys, 
Barak & Zohar Lazimy

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Sherry and Paul Minkus

Phyllis Lefcowitz and Al Goldstein, for the
warm hospitality

Clara Sweet and Milton Rosenblum

Susan & Jonathan Lipp, to thank for your
gorgeous, generous Hanukkah party

Hannah Pickett

Mary Michal
Joan Schmit

Evelyn & Arnold Miller, new granddaughter,
Miriam Ruth

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Sherry Minkus, 16th anniversary at 
MJCC & JSS

Judy and Ben Sidran

Faye & Sam Nager
Steven Levine

Anita Parks
Sandy and John Bierman

Judy and Dan Pierotti, Happy Hanukkah
Kathryn Klibanoff and Jeremy Pierotti
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ThankYou
JSS Offers A Sincere

for Your Tribute Gifts
The following contributions were made between October 1, 2006 and December 31, 2006

Continued on page 4



Richard and Sheila Plotkin
Samuel Gellman and Julie Plotkin

Shoshana Rudin, Bat Mitzvah
Gloria Berman

Elana Schol & Binyamin Lehrfield, 
engagement

Mr. & Mrs. William Ross

Francie Smith Saposnik
Rachel Frank Dixon
Miriam Robinson
Helen Vukelich

Francie Smith Saposnik, for TLC 
“above & beyond”

Sylvia Sugerman z”l

Francie Smith Saposnik, birthday
Janice Beers
Rayla Temin

Francie Smith Saposnik, new granddaughter,
Neta Or Saposnik

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Roberta and James Lazarz
Sherry and Paul Minkus

Gary Seltzer, speedy recovery
Steven Morrison and Goldie Kadushin
Renee Richmond

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Shaffer, new grandson,
Luke Philip

Renee Richmond & Family

Florence Shapiro
Ester Sweeney

Florence Shapiro, 90th birthday
Amy Shapiro and Jeffrey Olenick

Linda & Lawrence Shriberg, 
new grandson, Peter

Linda and Chuck Barrett
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson

Freda Sidorsky, 90th birthday
Sheila and Marcus Cohen

Debbie Siegel & David Synder, marriage
Rebecca and Jonathon Kaiser

Sara Siegel, receiving PhD
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser

Elliott Sober, speedy recovery
Barbara Spierer

Isabelle Soref
Alexandra Wright

Barbara Spierer
Marlynn and Elliot Dorff

Barbara Spierer, birthday
Janice Beers
Rayla Temin

Sheryl, Jeffrey & Joshua Spitzer-Resnick
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Spitzer

James Stein, volunteer service award
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Sylvia Sugerman z”l, birthday
Bunny and Bill Spitz

Howard Sweet
Judy and Ben Sidran

Howard Sweet, Fundraiser of the Year award
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Jordana Thomadsen & Nathan Eisenberg,
marriage

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Nancy Thomadsen, marriage of
Jillian and Raphael

Francie Smith Saposnik

Nancy Thomadsen, marriage of
Jordana and Nathan

Francie Smith Saposnik

Herbert Weiner, 80th birthday
Phyllis Lefcowitz and Al Goldstein
Lois and Norton Stoler

Karen Weintraub, a year of good health
Linda and Charles Barrett

Svetlana Yegorova
Henry Gurevich

Svetlana Yegorova, becoming an 
American Citizen

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Francie Smith Saposnik

IN MEMORY OF:
Alma Baron

Florence Sinaiko
Max Becker

Eve Becker
Leon Beiler

Verjel and Arnold Beiler
Barbara Bendit

Maxine and Ben Lowell
Fritz Carpenter

Abraham Landsman
Loretta Cohen

Valerie Mannis

Steffi Deutsch
Erwin Deutsch

William Dodge
Sandy Booth
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Betsy Haimson
Abraham Landsman
Steven Morrison and Goldie Kadushin
Gary Seltzer
Francie Smith Saposnik

Peter Dreyfus
Jan Silvers and Kenneth Opin

Leon Epstein
Sandra and Stanley Kutler

Sylvia Feingold
Nancy Feingold

Eve Feldman
Sheila and Marcus Cohen

Sylvia Frank
Judy and Ben Sidran

Bernard Gold
Dyana and Randall Gold

Nathan Goldstone
Ciel Ishatova and Terry Doyle

Fritz Gutmann
Diane Gutmann
Rona and Harvey Malofsky
Steven Morrison and Goldie Kadushin
Judy Schreiber
Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen
Judy and Ben Sidran

Sylvia Halper
Jerilyn Goodman

Jack Haskin
Betsy Haimson

Dorothy Helman
Jan Silvers and Kenneth Opin

Leonard Kahn
Betsy Haimson
Eydie and Paul Kargas
Rebecca Ramirez
Marsha and David Shaw
Ester Sweeney

Thank You for Your Tribute Gifts (continued) 
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Continued on page 5

How Tributes Help
We appreciate when you honor and remember others with a gift

to JSS. Gifts that are unrestricted in nature allow JSS to use them where the
greatest needs exist.

Every donation means a great deal to us. We have made every effort to make sure
our thank you lists are accurate and complete, but if we have inadvertently

neglected to list your name, please let us know. Call Sherry Minkus,
278-1808. Thank you.



Esther Kalish
Dori Kalish

Helen & Morris Kanter
Stanley Kanter

Pauline Baskind Kaplan & Abe Lew
Saretta Kaplan Burke

Reveta Katznelsen
Yelena Vilshanskaya and Simon Elterman

Minnie Kessel
Rita and Leon Applebaum
Linda and Chuck Barrett
Sheila and Marcus Cohen
Shulamit Elkayam
Diane Gutmann & Tom Palay
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Judith Zukerman Kaufman 

and Jerry Kaufman
Merilyn and Joel Kupferberg
Lowell Lakritz
Jean and Larry Landweber
Dan, Bettine, Sarah & David Lipman
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Judith and Daniel Pierotti
Judy and Jeff Ross
Judith and Michael Rothschild
Saposnik Family
Judy and Ben Sidran
Barbara Spierer
Bunny and Bill Spitz
Ester Sweeney

June Koritzinsky
Jerilyn Goodman
Richard Horst
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Sheri and Allan Luck
Judy and Ben Sidran

Julia Lakritz
Ruthanne Bessman
Amy Lakritz and Mark Weiner

Menashe Lazimy
Susan and Jonathan Lipp

Seymour (Sy) Levey
Bobbie and Kal Kunin
Ruth Levey

Harry Levine
Renee Richmond & Family

Solomon Levine
Elizabeth Levine
Judy and Ben Sidran

Marcia Lewis
Anne Altshuler and David Sulman
Ruthanne Bessman
Hazel Carter
Sheila and Marcus Cohen
Bacia Edelman

Herman Goldstein
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Mary Ann Hamill
Billie and Simon Hellerstein
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Judith Zukerman Kaufman and Jerry 

Kaufman
Abraham Landsman
Evelyn and Arnold Miller
Steven Morrison and Goldie Kadushin
Jane and Evan Pizer
Cindy and Martin Rowe
Saposnik Family
JoAnn and David Schoengold
Linda and Larry Shriberg
Barbara Spierer
Helen Sweet
Rayla Temin

Ethel and Charles Lipstein
Joan Ershler

Leonard Little
Dan, Bettine, Sarah & David Lipman

Faith Meissner Macke
Karen Shevet Dinah

My father
Ilse Meyer

Miriam & Sol Rabinowitz
Judy Rabinowitz

Ruth Ravich
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Francie Smith Saposnik

Michael Raymond
Aimee Siegler

Gil Rosenberg
Sue and Michael Baumblatt

Mildred Rubnitz
Mr. & Mrs. Gorman Fong
Judith Klehr
Janet Kramer
Joyce and Frank Rubensohn

Irving Saposnik, yahrzeit
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Barbara Spierer

Irving Shapiro
Shirley and Bill Toomey

Rose & Max Shapiro
Patti and Merle Sweet

Sara Sherkow
Rhoda and David Berman
Sue and Mac Berthouex
Ghita Bessman
Shirley Brody
Dorothy Dittmer

Ann and Lester Druck
Cyril and Herbert Friend
Elsie Glass and family
Estelle and Dave Goldberg
Betsy Haimson
Carroll and Robert Heideman
Joan Heller
Nancy and William Heller
Richard Hillelson
Richard Horst
Rebecca and Jonathan Kaiser
Abraham Landsman
Joan Lerman and Ken O’Neill
Shirley Leshin
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Madison Public Library Foundation
Madison Symphony Orchestra
Jayne Neuendorf
Dorothy and Jon Paris
Muriel and Royal Rotter
Helen and Jerry Sher
Florence Sinaiko
Barbara Spierer
Mary Stern
Doris and Marvin Tarachow
Roxanne Vaitkus and John Hagstrom
Joyce and Fred Williams
Nancy and James Youngerman

Shyrlie Shriberg
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson

Pearl Sisson
Jerilyn Goodman

Belle Spitz
Dennis Trosch

Sylvia Sugerman
Rozan Anderson
Susan and Jonathan Lipp
Francie Smith Saposnik
Bunny and Bill Spitz

Beatrice and Meyer Sweet
Patti and Merle Sweet

Bernard “Bud” Sweet
Sophie Sweet

My parents
Ruth Tsotsis

Samuel Weiss
Nancy and David Resnick

Bella Weinberg
Diane Gutmann & Tom Palay
Margery Katz

Irwin Weinberg
Jerilyn Goodman

Jimmy Weinberg
Jerilyn Goodman

Marion Winnig
Susan and Jonathan Lipp

Thank You for Your Tribute Gifts (continued) 
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Liesl Blockstein Endowment Fund

Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Endowment Fund

Paula Grzyb Endowment Fund

Edward Pickett Endowment Fund

Harriet Rosenthal Endowment Fund

Arnold Rusky Endowment Fund

Gwen and Herman Shapiro Endowment Fund

Steven R. Tarkow Endowment Fund

Pearl Turchik Endowment Fund

Named Endowment Funds
These Lasting Tributes Help Support JSS Forever

Y

Creating a Legacy,
Securing the Future

Your will can become a vehicle for expressing your core values and
beliefs for years to come. By leaving a bequest to a charitable organiza-
tion, you are embracing the agency’s mission and helping to secure its
future.

For nearly thirty years, Jewish Social Services has been a part of the
fabric of the Madison community. As JSS has grown, so has its reputa-
tion. In 1978, JSS staff served 182 individuals. In 2005 and 2006, that
number swelled to over 1000 annually. One thing remains a constant:
our devotion to one person, one family at a time, in a way that’s most
professional and sensitive.

As you complete your estate planning, in consultation with your
legal advisor, please consider a bequest to Jewish Social Services of
Madison, Inc Those who come after you will be most grateful that JSS
is still there to help.
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Did you know..?
■ During 2006, JSS served a total of 1,065 

individuals. 36% had annual incomes 
under $18,000, 25% were disabled, and 
nearly one quarter were people of color.

■ JSS Geriatric Social Worker, Nancy Dodge,
will co-lead the next Powerful Tools: 
Caring for the Caregivers workshop series, 
Thursdays, 1:30-4pm, March 1-April 8 
at the Parkside Condominiums in 
Deforest. The group is free and open to 
anyone who is a caregiver, even if your 
loved one does not live with you. 
There is a fee of $10 for the Caregiver 
Handbook.

■ Associate Executive Director, Barbara 
Spierer is a member of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Wisconsin Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program State Set-Aside Committee 
which determines annual distribution 
of FEMA emergency funds throughout 
the State.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O R N E R

Mission Accomplished

Jewish Social Services of Madison

Connections

Maria Cancian, President

Steven Morrison, Executive Director

Barbara Spierer, Associate Executive Director

Services to Individuals and Families Under Stress
Barbara Spierer, LCSW, Ext. 21

spiererjss@mjcc.net

Senior Services
Francie Smith Saposnik, LCSW, Ext. 19

franciejss@mjcc.net
Nancy Dodge, LCSW, Ext. 18

ndodgejss@mjcc.net

Immigrant & Refugee Services
Janice Beers, MA, Ext. 17

janicejss@mjcc.net

Volunteer Services
Louise Goldstein, MSW CVA, Ext. 26

louisejss@mjcc.net

Vehicle Donations
Sherry Minkus, Ext. 12

sherrym@mjcc.net

Barbara Spierer, Editor

Christine Pavelko, Designer

Janice Beers, Nancy Dodge,
Louise Goldstein,
Barbara Spierer

Contributing Writers

Note: As part of JSS outreach to the greater
Madison community, Janice Beers, Director of
Immigrant & Refugee Services, keeps weekly
office hours at Centro Hispano. A pseudonym
and changes in some details protect client
confidentiality.

O
n a cold February day, one 
year ago, Maria walked into
Centro Hispano to discuss her

immigration case. This elderly Cuban
woman spoke through an interpreter. Her
conversation was animated, her gestures
punctuating her sentences. It had been
over a year since she had filed
her application for permanent
residence. But she had heard
nothing from the USCIS
(U.S.Citizenship and Immigration
Service, the former INS).

Maria arrived legally in the United
States in October, 2000. The Cuban
Adjustment Act allowed her to apply for
permanent residence after one year. But,
finding assistance in preparing the applica-
tion proved difficult.

In December, 2004, pro bono attorney
Stacy Taeuber assisted Maria in completing
her paperwork. At the same time, Maria
applied for a fee waiver. Because her only
means of support was a part time job
paying $7.00 an hour, she did not have
enough money to pay the $325 application
fee, nor the $70 “biometric” fee. 

Then, Stacy moved to Milwaukee, and
there was no pro bono attorney to replace
her. Two years passed without any word
from the government, and Maria had no

place to turn because she
couldn’t afford a private lawyer. When she
heard that Janice Beers had become certi-
fied to provide immigration services and
was doing so at Centro Hispano, Maria
sought her out.

Janice contacted Stacy in Milwaukee.
With Maria’s permission, the attorney shared
the case history. She was also kind enough
to go to the USCIS Milwaukee office to
make inquiries. That got the ball rolling.

Janice picked up the case from
there. It was a frustrating process.

Slowly, the USCIS began to
process the paperwork that had

been languishing for two years.
Only now, did the government decide

that certain forms were not acceptable and
must be resubmitted, a common occurrence.

Details bogged things down.
Government officials decreed the date
stamp on Maria’s passport not legible
enough. Her arrival date had to be 
documented in another way. Maria had 
to make her way to Milwaukee two 
times to be fingerprinted. No longer is
fingerprinting by the Madison Police
acceptable. Many procedures have 
been changed in the wake of 9-11 
and heightened concerns about 
illegal immigration.

One month ago, Maria came bounding
into Centro Hispano with a huge smile on
her face and hugs for everyone in sight.
She is now officially a permanent resident
of the United States and eligible for 
citizenship. Mission accomplished. 

Turn your tzoris into a mitzvah — 
a charitable gift to Jewish Social Services and help individuals in critical need:

■ Frail elders

■ Individuals with disabilities

■ Troubled families

■ Refugees and Immigrants

■ And hundreds of others of your neighbors,
friends and relatives

It’s easy — with your vehicle title in hand — call us! Towing is free!
Jewish Social Services, 278-1808
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D O N O R C O N N E C T I O N

The Magic of Mitzvah

T
he old saying, “It was a match
made in heaven,” can easily apply
to JSS volunteers and the seniors

they visit. It happens frequently for those
who spend time together building a rela-
tionship. But sometimes, what is meant to
be a brief encounter, can turn in to some-
thing much more. This past Hanukkah it
proved true for two families.

Rachel and Dan Mitchell and their 
children, Sam, Lizzie and Kate delivered 
a menorah to a frail elderly woman living in
a nursing home. They made an immediate
connection, and Rachel decided to visit
several more times, with and without her
children. During one visit, Rachel gave her
new friend a manicure, a special gift for an
elegant woman. This simple, loving act
provided the two women an opportunity to
share stories of their lives and families, just
as life-long girlfriends do. 

With several children at home and a
full-time job, Rachel found visiting

rewarding and, in a
curious way, relaxing.
Because she is able to
focus on this new friendship without
distractions, she finds visiting to be a
stress reliever that she refers to as a
“mental health break.” The
family decided to continue as
JSS “Friendly Visitors.” Rachel says,
“When we’ve come, (our friend) has
seemed like she doesn’t feel well. But by
the time we leave, she usually seems more
energetic and happier. It’s pretty powerful
that just by sitting, talking and showing
someone you care, you can have that kind
of impact…I find that her name is coming
up in conversations with my kids, more
and more.”

Stefanie and David Kushner and their
children Alex, Rachel and Emily had a
similar experience. Stefanie describes the
woman they visited as, “a perfect candidate
for a person with young children. She was

gracious and excited 
to be around the kids.”

The children have visited
their great-grandmother
in a nursing home 
and were already
comfortable in such a

setting. They wanted to
do something special, so

they brought their new friend a Hanukkah
gift. “The children got out of it exactly what
I wanted: that Hanukkah is a time to share
and give (of) ourselves to help other people.
It was a rewarding experience to see my
kids get into the spirit of giving gifts…at a
time when everyone’s getting gifts,” says
Stefanie, with evident pleasure.

Stefanie had been looking for a way for
the family to volunteer together. And so, the
Kushners continue to visit their delightful,
captivating new friend on a regular basis,
proving that with the help of a little
“magic,” friendship can truly be ageless.

Jewish Social Services of Madison
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Published by Jewish Social Services of
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