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Thank You to Friends of JSS(continued) 

Robert and Sandy Schwartz

Alan and Laurie Schwartzstein

David and Shelley Schwarz

Howard and Lynn Schweber

Wendy and Nick Seay

Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen

Verna and Donald Sell

Gary Seltzer

Vicki Semo-Scharfman and Paul Scharfman

Ivan and Tatiana Serdyuk

Anath Shalev

Ina Sharkansky

Jan Sheppard

Jack Sherman

Nancy Sherman

Karen Shevet Dinah

Betty and Al Shovers

Marc Shovers and Jan Loeb

Lawrence and Linda Shriberg

Mark and Kathy Shulman

Joe Shumow

Judy and Ben Sidran

Melvin and Dorothy Siedband

Eve Siegel

Frank and Margaret Siegel

Rebecca Siegel

Judy Siegfried

David Silverberg and Elizabeth Huebel

Jeanne and Joe Silverberg

Carl and Elizabeth Silverman

Jan Silvers and Ken Opin

Florence Sinaiko

Joyce and Laura Sincher

Marcus and Blanche Singer

Charlotte Sinovoi

Daniel and Sheri Sinykin

Robert and JoAnn Skloot

Bob and Ruth Ann Skoronski

Ina and Ted Smolker

Elliott and Norma Sober

Esther and Frank Solomon

Louis and Elsbeth Solomon

Paul and Sherie Sondel

Joan Sopher

James and Melissa Sosman

Elizabeth Sousa

Debra and Jack Spear

Barbara Spierer

William and Barbara Spitz

Sheryl and Jeffrey Spitzer-Resnick

Euna Staniforth

Harriet Stanton

Charlotte Stein

James and Andrea Stein

Leonard and Karen Stein

Greg and Andrea Steinberger

Steve Stern and Florencia Mallon

Helen Sternberg

Gerald and Vicki Stewart

Rochelle Stillman

Lois Stoler

Jennifer Stout

Marylyn and Stewart Stroup

David and Judy Suchman

David Sulman and Anne Altshuler

Joan Sumkin and John Butler

Louis and Julie Swedarsky

Clara Sweet

Howard Sweet

Lawrence and Jessica Sweet

Michael Sweet

Richard Sweet and Judy Zvara

Sue Sweet

James and Marguerite Sykes

Kathy Sykes

Sven and Julia Sykes

Ethel Waisman Tarkow and Harold Tarkow

Jane and Tom Taves

Gamber Tegtmeyer

Rayla Temin

Harvey Temkin and Barbara Myers Temkin

Julius Temkin

Temple Beth El

Cindy and Ken Thomas

Victoria Topp

Dennis Trosch

Louise and David Trubek

Frank and Barbara Tuerkheimer

Flora van Wormer

Uri and Hagit Vardi

Gail Vetzner

Laurence Victor

Shari Vincent

Nadya Vinokur

Shirley Volpiansky

Helen Vukelich

Lynn and Ira Wachtel

Burton and Georgia Wagner

Phyllis and Steve Wainger

Arnold and Ellen Wald

Gerda Wald

Ziva and Jim Wear

Lisa and Harry Webne-Behrman

David and Dina Weinbach

Fran and Marc Weiner

Claudia Weinstein

Frances Weinstein

Sybil Weinstein

Bernard Weisblum

Sandra Weitzman

Harvey and Bonnie Wendel

Henry Wertheimer

Cheryl Rosen Weston

Lorelei Wexler

Russell and Liz Whitesel

Marvin Wickens and Judith Kimble

Jean Willard

Deena and Peter Williams

Lucille and Meyer Williams

Bruce and Carol Winkler

Marjorie Winkler

Joel and Susan Winnig

James Wojciehowski

Mitchell and Suzanne Wolf

Barbara Wolfe

Susan and Lawrence Wolfinsohn

Richard and Ellen Wolman

Charlotte Woolf

Clarice Wortzel

Sandy Wright and Michael Soref

Alex Yevzlin and Paola Fliman

James and Nancy Youngerman

Allen and Ruth Zacharias

Doris Zache

Joan and Steven Ziegler

Daniel and Irene Zimmerman

Laurie Zimmerman and Renee Bauer

Clarice and Newton Zinder

IN HONOR OF:

Dan and Ellie AlbertÕs 50th wedding anniversary
Linda & Larry Shriberg

Sue BaumblattÕs speedy recovery
Corlie & Sol Blumenfeld 

Eve BeckerÕs 90th birthday 
Erwin Deutsch 
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen 
Betsy & Bezalel Haimson 
Barbara Spierer 

Sol BlumenfeldÕs birthday 
Robert & Sandy Schwartz 

Larry & Janice Bensky 40th wedding 
anniversary

Betsy Abramson & David Seligman 

Flo BernsteinÕs special birthday 
Al Goldstein & Phyllis Lefcowitz 

Sandy & John BiermanÕs 40th wedding 
anniversary

Nena & Thomas Dyhr
Belle Friedman, Susan Friedman-Hill & 

Greg Hill 
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen 
Betsy & Bezalel Haimson 
Alan and Harriet Hyman 
Joel & Merilyn Kupferberg 
Royal & Muriel Rotter 
Judi & Bob Rubin
Lois Stoler

Sarah Cutler & Abe Landsman (Love to watch
you dance together)

Betsy & Bezalel Haimson

Erwin Deutsch's complete healing

Betsy & Bezalel Haimson

Nancy Dodge 

Muriel & Donald Kirschner 

Jane Fox 
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen

Sherry Foyel 
Corlie Blumenfeld 

Belle Friedman
Susan Friedman-Hill

Birth of Belle Friedman's great grandson
Betsy & Bezalel Haimson 

Nilli Glick 
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen

Louise Goldstein 
Bob & Marney Scheele

Terrie Goren 
Lillian Deutsch & Judy Karofsky 

Herb Graff zÓ1
Betty Lou Tikalsky 

Sylvia Grunes 
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen

Betsy & Bezalel Haimson's 45th wedding
anniversary

Judy & Dan Pierotti 
Barbara Spierer 

JSSÕ dedicated volunteers
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen

JSS staff 
Edward Marion 

Sarah Katz 
Ina Sharkansky 

Steve Koslov & Mary Fulton's 30th wedding
anniversary

Paul Grossberg & Dean Ziemke 

Kal KuninÕs 90th birthday
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen
Jeff & Donna Landsman 

Merilyn & Joel Kupferberg 
Bunny & Bill Spitz 

Alexander KutlerÕs graduation

Stanley & Sandy Kutler 

Deborah Lakritz & the publication of her chil-
dren's book

Lowell Lakritz* 

Lechayim 

Saretta Burke 

Ruth LeveyÕs new great-granddaughter

Kal & Bobbie Kunin

Archie LoebÕs birthday 

Betty & Al Shovers 

Elizabeth MaierÕs engagement 

Darlene & Stuart Schwartz 
Barbara Spierer 

Steven MorrisonÕs retirement 

Alan Orenberg 
Ben & Judy Sidran 
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ThankYou
JSS Offers A Sincere

for Your Tribute Gifts
The following contributions were made between April 1st, 2010 and June 30th, 2010.

Continued on page 4

How Tributes Help
We appreciate when you honor and remember others with a gift to JSS.

Gifts that are unrestricted in nature allow JSS to use them where the
greatest needs exist. Cards notifying the honoree or family are sent immediately.

Evey donation means a great deal to us. We have made every effort to make sure our
thank you lists are accurate and complete, but if we have inadvertently

neglected to list your name, please let us know. Call Catherine
Vakhnina, 278-1808. Thank you.
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Did you know..?
■ Jim Youngerman was also a member of the

JSS Executive Director Search Committee
whose members were thanked in the last 
issue of Connections. We regret the 
omission. Thanks, Jim!

■ Save the date! Come and meet JSS 
Executive Director Terrie Goren at the 
JSS Annual Meeting, Sunday October 
31st from 11 am to 1 pm at the Barbara 
Hochberg Center for Jewish Student Life. 
Look for your invitation in the mail.

■ Thanks, once again, to Josh Davidson, the
Laurence A. Weinstein Outreach 
Coordinator for Jewish Youth. He 
organized another “Cook for a Cause” 
event in May. JSS clients in need were 
the recipients of delicious meals prepared 
by Jewish community youth. Best of luck 
to Josh as he begins the UW-Madison 
School of Social Work graduate program 
this fall.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O R N E R

A Dream Come True

Jewish Social Services of Madison

Connections

Diane Gutmann, President

Terrie Goren, Executive Director
Ext. 235, tgoren@jssmadison.org

Services to Individuals and Families Under Stress
Barbara Spierer, LCSW, Ext. 230

spierer@jssmadison.org

Senior Services
Francie Smith Saposnik, LCSW, Ext. 228

francie@jssmadison.org

Nancy Dodge, LCSW, Ext. 226
ndodge@jssmadison.org

Immigrant & Refugee Services
Janice Beers, MA, Ext. 225

janice@jssmadison.org

Volunteer Services
Louise Goldstein, MSW CVA, Ext.227

louise@jssmadison.org

Vehicle Donations
Catherine Vakhnina, Ext. 221

catherine@jssmadison.org

Barbara Spierer, Editor

Christine Pavelko, Designer

Janice Beers, Nancy Dodge,
Louise Goldstein, Terrie Goren,
Norma Sober, Barbara Spierer

Contributing Writers

The client’s name and some details have been changed to protect confidentiality.

I
t was 2009, at her outreach office in the Catholic Multicultural Center that Janice Beers
first met Elena. The Cuban citizen left the island in 2002. Immigration law dictates that
any Cuban who touches American soil is “automatically paroled into the U.S.” One year

after Elena's arrival, she applied for and received her lawful permanent residence (green card).

For seven years, Elena worked hard at a restaurant cleaning, setting, and clearing tables.
Then, at the age of fifty, her arthritis had progressed to the point where it severely limited
her mobility and she was no longer able to work. Unemployment forced Elena to live with
her son, a part time student and worker. They were barely getting by, relying on food from
local pantries and free meals at the Catholic Multicultural Center.

Life in this country has been very difficult for Elena. She has been severely depressed and
suicidal. But, thankfully, there were skilled, caring professionals to help her. Pancho
Oyarbide, a bilingual psychotherapist at the Mental Health Center of Dane County has
been crucial in providing culturally sensitive treatment for Elena. Jacqueline Sacramento at
Centro Hispano assisted her in applying for subsidized housing. A staff member of the
Multicultural Center introduced her to Janice, the JSS Director of Immigrant and Refugee
Services.

Elena's dream has been to become an American citizen. However, a significant learning
disability has made it impossible for her to pass the citizenship exam in English, nor could she
afford the $675 filing fee. Working closely with Elena’s physician, who completed a Medical
Certification for Disability Exception, Janice won the right for Elena to take the exam in
Spanish. Janice also completed the paperwork for a fee waiver, which was granted, as well.

A few weeks ago, Elena traveled to Milwaukee and was sworn in as a naturalized citizen.
It is gratifying when you can help fulfill a dream.

A

Caring for Family Caregivers
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“I
t was such a relief to spend quality
time with a great group of people
who are ‘just like me’–wrestling with

the loss of personal freedom. And to be
given permission to keep ourselves happy
and healthy during these long
struggles.” 

These are the
words of Lisa, a
recent participant
in a Powerful Tools
group for family care-
givers, led by JSS Geriatric
Social Worker Nancy Dodge. Indeed,
caregiving can be a lonely experience. One’s
own health, not to mention other needs,
take back seats. Caregivers are seldom
trained in tending to the increasing needs of
an elderly or disabled family member, and as
time goes by the tasks of caregiving only
increase in number and complexity. Many
caregivers find their worlds, and their social
supports, diminishing as their focus narrows
in on the care receiver.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers, an educa-
tional program developed on a well-
researched foundation, is designed to help
caregivers “thrive while caregiving.” In six
sessions, participants learn skills to manage
stress, enhance communication, deal with

emotions, and set future goals, using 35
“tools” taught by the program. The social
support and interaction among group
members is an important component of the
program. Lois, another participant,

reflected, “It is so nice to
know there are others

on this journey who
care and support
one another–a
really powerful

tool.”

The Powerful Tools
groups are organized by the Caregivers

Alliance. Nancy Dodge is Jewish Social
Service’s representative on the Caregivers
Alliance, a group of agencies serving older
adults and developing programs to assist
family caregivers. Each year a luncheon for
caregivers is offered in April, and an educa-
tional forum takes place in November. The
Alliance also sponsors other informational
efforts and support groups. To find out
more, visit the Caregivers Alliance website
at www.co.dane.wi.us/aging.

JSS provides a variety of services to
support caregivers, whether they are
spouses, adult children, parents, or friends.
Our social workers assist in assessing issues,
developing plans, counseling, providing

resource information and monitoring how it
all works. During the process, caregivers
learn that, in the caregiving journey, they
are not alone. 

“Many caregivers find
their worlds and social supports

diminish…”

Leave a Legacy to Jewish Social Services
A Talmudic story tells of a man who planted a carob tree.

Asked when he thought the tree would bear fruit, he replied,
“After 70 years.” Asked whether he expected to live that long,
he responded, “I did not find the world desolate when I entered
it, and as others planted before me so do I plant for those who
will come after me.”

Of the many ways in which people can contribute to Jewish
Social Services, planned giving options offer donors unique and
meaningful ways in which to support JSS’s mission today while
leaving a legacy for future generations. The benefits of planned
giving stretch beyond the immediate need and help JSS prepare
for the future by ensuring our ability to continually provide 
services and programs to enrich the lives of those we serve.

If you have not yet included JSS in your estate plans, the

following are some of the most popular methods to accomplish
your goal. The advice of an attorney and qualified financial
planner is necessary to assess your personal situation and help
you to decide which options might best serve your goals. 

■ Charitable Bequest

■ Gifts of Life Insurance

■ Retirement Plan Assets

If you would like further information on providing for 
Jewish Social Services in your estate plans, please contact 
Terrie Goren, JSS Executive Director, 278-1808, ext. 235,
tgoren@jssmadison.org. Jewish Social Service does not provide
tax or legal advice and the information herein is not intended 
as legal, tax, or investment advice. 

Websites 
for Caregivers
Area Agency on Aging of Dane
County/Caregivers Alliance

www.co.dane.wi.us/aging

Wisconsin Family Caregiver 
Support Program

www.wisconsincaregiver.org

AARP 
www.aarp.org/family/caregiving

Wisconsin Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Alliance

www.alzwisc.org

CJE Caregiving Help
www.caregivinghelp.org

National Family Caregiver Association
www.thefamilycaregiver.org

Isn’t This Lovely?

S
ammy Angelina recently celebrated her 9th birthday. Her extended family is large and
generous with gifts. So, Sammy’s parents established the tradition of “no present” birth-
day parties. 

This year, instead of birthday presents, Sammy asked her friends to bring school supplies,
books and games. All of them were stuffed into a backpack and presented to JSS. We, in turn,
passed it along to a child-in-need. Thanks to Dawn Berney and Ed Angelina for establishing
such a wonderful tradition. And thanks to Sammy, her friends, and sister, Tamara, for their
generosity.

Sammy’s
log rolling

birthday party
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D O N O R C O N N E C T I O N

Youthful Donors:

Fulfilling the Mitzvah of Tzedakah

E
ach JSS donor is unique. They cover
the life span from the very young to
the very old. Some are able to make

large gifts. Others give less, but an amount
that is significant in terms of their financial
circumstances. All are of equal importance.
Most gifts are from individuals or couples,
businesses and foundations. However, a few
are from special groups.

In this issue of Connections, we recognize
two groups of young donors. The first are 
the children who attend Temple Beth El
Religious School. During the year, they 
make regular contributions to their Keren
Ami Tzedakah Fund. At the end of the
school year, the students consider various
non-profit organizations and make a 
collective decision about how the pooled
money will be allocated. Jewish Social
Services is appreciative to have been 

designated this and other years  as a recipient.
We have written our thanks to the students
and explained that their gift will be added to
hundreds of others, in  support of the
continuing work of the agency.

The fifth and sixth grade
classes of Chadash-Canton
Hebrew Academy in Ohio
also made a donation to JSS
this year. One might wonder
why the students selected an
organization in Madison,
Wisconsin. The explanation is
particularly meaningful. This
was a designated gift to the
Julia Lakritz Immigration
Services Endowment Fund
which was established, in
perpetuity, by Lowell Lakritz,
in memory of his late wife.

Two of Lowell and Julie’s grandchildren
are members of these classes at Chadash.
Their mother, Amy, came to the school 
and described how the gift would be

utilized to provide services to low
income immigrants and refugees

from around the world, as
they resettle in Madison.

All of these young people
have learned that the word
“tzedakah” comes from the
Hebrew root for “righteousness.”
Charitable giving is meant as 
a requirement of all Jews. 
We thank the students of
Temple Beth El and the
students of Chadash-Canton
Hebrew Academy for their

generosity, as they perform 
this mitzvah.

inside

Best wishes 
to Steven
Morrison 
as he
retires
from
JSS.
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Jewish Social Services of Madison

I
n the last issue of Connections, we introduced
you to Terrie Goren, the new Executive
Director of Jewish Social Services. And now,

we say farewell to Steven Morrison, as he
approaches his retirement from Jewish

communal service – the field to which he
has dedicated his entire professional career.

Space does not allow us to detail all of
Steve’s many accomplishments, both
nationally and locally. Fortunately, Lester
Pines, Federation President, has written

eloquently about Steve in the July issue of
the Madison Jewish News.

For twenty-seven years, Steve had the
Herculean assignment of directing two independ-

ent organizations with two distinct missions. He has
done so with great intelligence, commitment, tenac-
ity, and an unparalleled work ethic.

During Steve’s tenure, Jewish Social Services has
been able to reach many more seniors and their family
caregivers through increased staffing. For the first
time, JSS created a part-time volunteer coordinator
position which today is paired with expanded senior
adult group program coordination. The weekly senior
meal site has evolved into the Harry J. and Belle
Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D.
Goodman Lechayim Lunchtime Plus Program.
Services to Individuals and Families under Stress 
have also grown, and the agency is able to do more 
to assist those challenged by disabilities and their 
families, those facing economic hardship, and victims
of domestic violence, among others.

JSS has expanded services to New Americans, 
as well. Beginning in the late 80’s, with magnificent
support from Federation and the entire Jewish
community, JSS began to resettle hundreds of
émigrés from the last wave of Russian Jewish 
migration. And today, the agency is recognized by
The Board of Immigration Appeals to provide low
income immigrants from around the globe with

specialized legal assistance, as they resettle in
Madison. 

Steve has been at JSS for the 25th and the 30th
anniversary celebrations. He has also been with the
agency as it received awards from the Dane County
Department of Human Services, the United Way of
Dane County, and twice, from the Association of
Jewish Family and Children’s Agencies.

Despite all of his responsibilities with JSS and
with Federation, Steve found time to become the
chairperson of the Madison Metropolitan School
District’s Human Relations Council and an officer
on the city’s Equal Opportunities Commission. He
served on the City of Madison FEMA Allocations
Committee and he was named the Ally of the Year
by OutReach, Madison’s LGBT community center.

Steve is totally committed to worldwide Jewry
and to all members of the Madison community.
Everywhere, he is engaged in Tikkun Olam, repair of
the world. In all of this work, he has led by example.

In the 2009 JSS Annual Report, Steve quoted from
Pirkei Avot 2:16, “It is not my-or your-responsibility to
finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not free
to desist from it either.” He continued, “I’d like to think
I’ve done that and express my abiding thanks to you
for giving me the opportunity to do so.”

Steve, the staff, Board, and community thank you
for your tireless efforts on behalf of the clients
served by JSS. We wish you the very best as you
begin the next stage of your life.

In honor of Steve’s retirement, the JSS Board of
Directors has established the Steven H. Morrison
Fund for Professional Development. This fund will
be used to offset expenses associated with our
staff’s educational development, so that we meet
licensure and certification requirements and ensure
the best practices in social service.

Family Caregiver
Support

Tributes

Friends 
of JSS

International 
Corner

Donor
Connection

Steven H. Morrison
Twenty-Seven Years at the Helm




