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A
nn Marion and Michal Osier met six
years ago through the JSS Friendly
Visitor Program. Their story is one of 

friendship and even love.

Anne lives her life with drama.
She is like an actress who has

enjoyed the roles of
mother, grandmother,

entertainer and artist.
The many “acts” of
her life have included
writing and perform-
ing songs and 

practicing hypnotism 
in the Borscht Belt,

learning to sculpt when 
in her ‘80’s, and writing and

producing plays. This is the story of
one recent “act,” starring Anne and her JSS
Friendly Visitor volunteer, Michal Osier.

This two-woman production began when
Michal stepped onto Anne’s stage six years ago,
and mutual delight bloomed right away. Michal
has a history of volunteering and working with
people, and her warmth and calm, caring manner
endeared her to Anne. Anne says the room gets
brighter when Michal walks in – you might say
the stage lights come on – and no matter how
tired Anne feels, she comes alive. Michal is
greeted with “Hi, Baby,” gives Anne a kiss,
removes her shoes and plops down on
Anne’s bed. 

Each gives only glowing reviews of
the other: Anne says of Michal,
“She’s wonderful! She’s so much
younger but we’re so compatible.”
Michal values Anne’s “…wit,
warmth, unquenchable curiosity,
incredible creativity and determination
to do everything…” She describes her
friend as “…loving, open-hearted and
opinionated which, of course, I love!” 

Michal and Anne have enjoyed little 
adventures together: rides in the countryside,
lunch at Quizno’s, guilty pleasures at Michael’s
Frozen Custard. Michal is a professional 
counselor for an adolescent trauma treatment
program and once brought Anne to her office to
be part of their cultural competency training.
With her poetry and stories of another time and
place, Anne represented a culture that has all
but disappeared. She charmed everyone.

Anne has never stopped taking on new 
roles. In recent years she’s learned to use the
computer, e-mail and electronic keyboard. She’s
learned new forms of art such as sculpture and
jewelry-making. When Anne wrote her play,
“Papa is Mama?” which she produced and
directed at Oakwood, she tried out the songs 
and acts with Michal first. She discovered that
although Michal was a good sounding-board, 
she wasn’t much of an actor, but that didn’t
matter. Recently Anne regaled Michal from 
the keyboard with authentic Broadway tunes,
and Jewish liturgical and folk music – all of
which were Anne’s own compositions. 

For Anne, nature is a never-ending hit 
show featuring little animals. Once she 
video-taped a small deer nibbling on a newly-
planted sapling; as it stripped the tree bare of 

all its tender leaves. Her voice-over
cooed, “…so sweet, so pretty, oh,
look…he’s eating the leaves on the

new trees, he must be hungry. Are
you still hungry, little deer? Eat as
much as you want.” Michal cracked
up; was it comedy or schmaltz? 
Or both?

Michal says, “I love her and I’ll
never, ever forget her…I feel privileged 

to be one of the many people Anne 
loves best.” Anne and Michal: 
winners in the category of “Best

Continuing Series!” 
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To protect client confidentiality, details have
been altered.

Abraham Maslow, educated at the
University of Wisconsin and chair of the
psychology department at Brandeis from 1951
to 1969, is most famous for the creation of
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. At the very
base of the pyramid, one finds Physiological
Needs. Among them are oxygen, water, and,
of course, food. Struggling to meet any basic
need makes it impossible to concentrate on
anything else.

These days, anyone who takes
a trip to the grocery store
will be hit with sticker
shock. According to
the US Department
of Labor, the rate of
price increase for
America’s grocery 
shoppers has been the highest
in 18 years. For a person living on the
economic margins, the impact is devastating.

Sheila left an abusive husband. She has
four children living with her in a small 
apartment. She has filed for divorce; but at
the moment, she must feed her family on the
salary she earns working part time at a local
grocery store.

Len is 85 years old. A car accident 35
years ago ended his career. Today he lives in
subsidized housing and survives on Social
Security and SSI for a total of $740 per
month.

Maria also left an abusive husband. 
She has two very young children. Her 
immigration status is in transition. Until 
she receives authorization to work, she has 
no means of financial support and no family
in this country.

Sylvia is elderly and homebound. Her
income is low. She cannot get out to shop
and she cannot prepare meals. She lives
alone.

Bob and Angela hold down minimum
wage jobs. Trying to pay the rent, utilities and
childcare, put food on the table and gas in
the car means that money runs out before the
end of the month.

All of these scenarios can be found in the
files of Jewish Social Services. Our 

caseload has always included those who
struggle month-to-month to make ends
meet. But, in this economy, things have
gotten worse.

Thankfully, there are programs in 
Dane County to assist those trying to feed
themselves and their families. JSS makes it 
a priority to help enroll clients-in-need in
every program for which they are eligible.

Sheila’s income qualifies her for Food
Share (formerly Food Stamps). JSS staff
helped her make application to Dane

County. Now she has an elec-
tronic card that allows

her to go to the
grocery store and
buy food products.
Money from her

salary covers toilet
paper, cleaning prod-

ucts and other necessities
not allowed by the Federal Program.

Len’s building is the location of a 
federally subsidized meal site sponsored by
one of the Dane County Senior Coalitions.
He pays what he can afford, placing the
amount in a small envelope so that his
dignity is preserved. The Goodman
Lechayim Lunchtime Plus Program spon-
sored by JSS is another one of the County’s
meal sites.

Sylvia is eligible for Meals-on-Wheels.
Every day a volunteer delivers a hot meal
and makes sure that she is doing OK. This
daily interaction has become a lifeline for her.

Like Sheila, Maria receives Food Share;
but it isn’t enough because she cannot work
at all. Fortunately, she and her very young
children are also eligible for the WIC
(Women, Infants, Children’s) Program that
provides formula, milk and food, which help
feed her family each month.

Bob and Angela make too much money to
qualify for Food Share but not enough to get
by. They are now participating in another
program, SHARE WISCONSIN. It is a
buying coop that can save the family a
substantial amount on food each month. The
couple is hoping to qualify for the Madison
Area Community Supported Agricultural
Coalition’s Partnership Program which would
provide the family with a subsidized member-

ship in MACSAC’s Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) program. Then, the next
growing season, the family will receive
produce from local farmers.

For anyone who is in need, there is a free
meal served somewhere in Madison every
day. There is also a network of food pantries
coordinated by the Community Action
Coalition and stocked by Second Harvest,
individual donors and religious institutions,
among others.

Anyone needing help in finding food
resources can contact JSS at 278-1808 or dial
211, the United Way Help Line.
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Food For Thought

Important Food
Resources
Food Share (formerly Food Stamps)
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare

Women Infant Children’s Program
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/wic

Madison Area Community Supported
Agricultural Coalitions (MACSAC)
www.macsac.org 

SHARE WISCONSIN 
www.sharewi.org 
Food buying cooperative with no income
or eligibility requirement

Community Action Coalition 
www.cacscw.org
Coordinates the food pantry network,
community gardens, farmer’s market
vouchers, and other programs.

Second Harvest 
www.secondharvestmadison.org 
Collects donations of food and money to
stock area food pantries.

Meals-on-Wheels 
608-276-7598 (mid-day meals)
608-204-0423 (evening meals)
Provides home delivered meals for quali-
fied seniors.

For income-eligible school-age children
contact the school regarding subsidized
meals.

The rate of price
increase for America’s grocery
shoppers has been the highest

in 18 years



IN HONOR OF

Shirley and Joe Aaron

Valerie and Kent Mannis

Shirley Abrahamson

Judy and Ben Sidran

Lillian Abrams

Ruth and Daniel Siegel

Hilde Adler, Happy Birthday

Judy and Jeff Ross

Hilde and Julius Adler, New Grandson, Jackson
McMahon

Karen and Harry Roth

Ann Altschuler and David Sulman, Engagement
of Jon Sulman and Chaya Eisenstein

Renata Laxova
Ruth and Daniel Siegel

Nikki Baumblatt, Speedy Recovery

Corlie and Sol Blumenfeld

Janice Beers

Maria and Igor Milovets
Sophia and Paul Moroz
Rachelle Richardson

Betty Bodenheimer

Ruth and Daniel Siegel

Gregg Bogost, Continued Good Health

Nena and Thomas Dyhr

Rosa Cancian Kalish, Bat Mitzvah

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Ron DeWoskin, Happy Birthday

Barbara Myers Temkin and Harvey 
Temkin

Nena Dyhr, Continued Good Health

Sandy Bierman

Pearl Fantle, Speedy Recovery

Ann and Lester Druck

Esther Fine, Happy 39th Birthday

Marcy and Jeffrey Kushner

Janet and Byron Frenz, Marriage of Adam to
Brooke

Sheila and Marcus Cohen
Judith and Michael Rothschild

Aviva and Ben Gellman

Sheila and Richard Plotkin

Bernie Goldstein, Happy 80th Birhday

Sally Garten Balkin and Family

Robert and Sharon Goldstein

Jane Kapusta

Miriam Greenberg

Robert Greenberg

Paul Grossberg

Jill Maidenberg

Delores and Dieter Gruen

Karen and Michael Ostrov

Tara Hall and Royce Zimmerman, Engagement

Darlene and Stuart Schwartz

The Family of Annette Howards

Annette Howards

Julita Jankowska, Conversion to Judaism

David Karpe

Rebekah and Drew Jureska

Sheila and Marcus Cohen

Lowell Lakritz

Harry and Karen Roth

Sarah Lipman, Engagement

Nan and Jim Youngerman

Susan and Jonathan Lipp, Happy Anniversary

Sylvia and Julius Grunes

Anne Marion

Edward Marion

Deborah Martin

Barbara Miller

Deborah Z. Minkoff

Joel Minkoff

Robert Nelson, Graduation

Amy Lakritz and Family

Sandie Ottenstein, Happy Birthday

Phyllis Lefcowitz and Al Goldstein

Lynn Pavalon and Scott Phillips, Marriage

Pamela Philips Olson and Steve Olson

Dan Pierotti, Speedy Recovery

Bettine and Dan Lipman

Judy and Dan Pierotti, New Grandson, Joshua
Pierotti

Karen and Harry Roth

Rachel Pierotti and Jerry Lavery, Engagement

Judy and Jeff Ross
Nan and Jim Youngerman

Warren Randy, Speedy Recovery

Arlene Rotter

Kathi and Michael Rock, Happy 10th Wedding
Anniversary

Sara and Robert Schwartz
Steve Schwartz

Shirley Schildkraut, Happy 90th Birthday

Natalie Borenstein
Jeanne and Joe Silverberg
Ethel and Harold Tarkow

JSS Offers A Sincere

for Your Tribute Gifts
The following contributions were recorded between July 1, 2008 and September 30, 2008

ThankYou
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Daniel Roth Schottenstein, Birth

Judy and Jeff Ross

Leo Sidran, Marriage

Gary Seltzer

Joe Silverberg, Speedy Recovery

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Francie Smith Saposnik

Irina and Anatoly Khazanov
Florence Sinaiko
Liz and Russell Whitesel

Francie Smith Saposnik and Herb Lewis,
Marriage

Hilde and Julius Adler
Janice Beers
Gloria and Marjorie Berman
Rhoda and David Berman
Sandra and Joy Booth
Lorraine and Jerry Borsuk
Saretta Burke
Sarah Cutler
Lillian Deutsch
Eva Deutschkron
Betsy Diaz-Herrera and Don Kanel
Nena and Thomas Dyhr
Sylvia Epstein
Sally Garten Balkin and Family
Herman Goldstein
Svetlana and Alex Govorukha
Diane Gutmann and Tom Palay
Judi K-Turkel and Frank Peterson
Goldie Kadushin and Steven Morrison
Rebecca and Jonathon Kaiser
William and Corliss Karasov
Judy Karofsky
Helaine Kriegel
Renata Laxova

Roberta and James Lazarz

Clara and Rafael Lazimy

Bobbie and Bill Malone

Deborah Martin

Evelyn Miller

Sherry and Paul Minkus

Judy and Dan Pierotti

Muriel and Royal Rotter

Marney and Bob Scheele

JoAnn and David Schoengold

Sally and Francis Schrag

Darlene and Stuart Schwartz

Gary Seltzer

Judy and Ben Sidran

Ruth and Daniel Siegel

Jeanne and Joe Silverberg

Charlotte Sinovoi

Judith Smith Leland

Barbara Spierer

Ethel and Harold Tarkow

Frances Weinstein

Nan and Jim Youngerman

Marney Scheele, Speedy Recovery

Helen and Irwin Klibaner

Jean and Larry Landweber

Sam Sherman

Zina Sherman

Robert Skloot, In Honor of Retirement

Sara and Robert Schwartz

Barbara Spierer

Jane Brotman-Austin and Stephen Austin
Sophia and Paul Moroz
Rachelle Richardson
Liz and Russell Whitesel

Barbara Spierer, Receiving AJFCA Distinguished
Service Award

Bettine and Dan Lipman

Hannah Stein, Bat Mitzvah

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Rose Steinig, Speedy Recovery

Arlene Rotter

Adel Stern

Florencia Mallon and Steve Stern

Merle Sweet

Naomi Chesler and Daniel Sidney

Sophie Sweet

Sidney Sweet

Sylvia Sweet

Gayle and Chuck Mazursky

Bernice and Mike Wahle

Judith Ettinger

Katie Wells, Engagement

Amy Lakritz and Family

Kristin and Jonathan Wilkof, Marriage

Amy Lakritz and Family

IN MEMORY OF

Henry Aschkenase

Karen and Harry Roth

The Mother of Michael Barat

Amy Lakritz and Mark Weiner

Kathy Bartell

Vicki Semo-Scharfman and Paul 
Scharfman

Thank You for Your Tribute Gifts (continued) 
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Continued on page 5

How Tributes Help
We appreciate when you honor and remember others with a gift to JSS. Gifts that are

unrestricted in nature allow JSS to use them where the greatest needs exist. A card notifying
the designee or family is sent immediately.

Every donation means a great deal to us. We have made every effort to make sure
our thank you lists are accurate and complete, but if we have inadvertently

neglected to list your name, please let us know. Call Beau Martin,
278-1808. Thank you.



Thank You for Your Tribute Gifts (continued) 
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Rose Bashkin

Sandy and Stanley Kutler

Helen and Mike Bass

Rebecca and Jonathon Kaiser

Wanda Bincer

Louise and Nathan Elbaum
Susan Hobart and Billy Feitlinger
Francie Smith Saposnik and Herb Lewis

William Blockstein

Louette Bartol

Sidney Breslow

Merilyn and Joel Kupferberg

Bernard Cantor

Abigail Cantor and Alan Kalker

Evelyn and Mark Colburn

Barbara Spierer

Cyrus and Norris Demont

Robert Demont

Marcy Deutsch

Judith Burstyn and Stephan Deutsch

Sharon Dronzek

Stanley Kutler

Tauba and Rosa Dubrovskaya

Roman and Maria Dubrovsky

Joyce Engle

Liz and Russ Whitesel

Jeffrey Erlanger

Pam and Howard Erlanger

Nettie Garment

Martin Garment

Lois Gold

Randall Gold

Ethel Goldstein

Hilde and Julius Adler
Natalie Borenstein
Lorraine and Jerry Borsuk
Lillian Deutsch
Eva Deutschkron
Nancy Dodge and David Watts
Nena and Thomas Dyhr
Svetlana Govorukha
Sylvia and Julius Grunes

Diane Gutmann and Tom Palay
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Anna Heifetz
Laura Heisler, Steve Goldstein, Seth and 

Raoul
Goldie Kadushin and Steven Morrison
Rebecca and Jonathon Kaiser
Judy Karofsky
Merilyn and Joel Kupferberg
Nancy Leff and K.C. Lerner
Bobbie and Bill Malone
Sherry and Paul Minkus
Judy and Dan Pierotti
Progressive Jewish Alternative
Judith and Michael Rothschild
Arlene Rotter
Darlene and Stuart Schwartz
Sara and Robert Schwartz
Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen
Judy and Ben Sidran
Ruth and Daniel Siegel
Francie Smith Saposnik and Herb Lewis
Barbara Spierer
Bunny and Bill Spitz
Andrea and Jim Stein
Ethel and Harold Tarkow

Gaspar Gonzalez-Jay

Jill Gonzalez-Jay

Iosif Guterman

Dina Gezhes

Freada and Jacob Harris

Beatrice and Larry Harris

Rachel Hayman

Ruth and Daniel Siegel

Dorothy N. Helman, MSSW

Jack Kaufman

Pearl and Jacob S. Joseph

Ed Joseph

Rose Juranek

R.E. Glass

Irene and Harry Kaiser

Rebecca and Jonathon Kaiser

Sheldon Klein

Carol Klein

Julia Lakritz

Leah, Ramond and Sharon Kessel
Sandy and Stanley Kutler
Barbara Lorman
Karen and Harry Roth

Gloria Landsman

Abraham Landsman

Harry Laufman

Ilene and Mark Laufman

Jean Laufman

Ilene and Mark Laufman

Frida Lerner

Rita Kozmitz

The Aunt of Dan Lipman

Nan and Jim Youngerman

John Lynch

Dorothy and Mel Seidband

Rudy Mathias

Sydney Diamond Ratner and Daniel 
Ratner

Norman Milin

Natalie Borenstein

Arnold Miller

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Merilyn and Joel Kupferberg
Arlene Rotter

Mr. And Mrs. Ed Moss

Katie Hoogenakker

David Ottenstein

Sandie Ottenstein

Russell Pollack

Lorraine Pollock

Ethel Potter

Pamela Potter and Robert Radwin

Frances Richman

Armand Richman

Sophie Rosenblatt

Marsha Cohen, Mike Pressman, Nina and
Sammy

Elaine Rosenblatt
Ruth and Daniel Siegel

Continued on page 6
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Sam Rosenzweig

Florencia Mallon and Steve Stern

Hershel Rotter

Hilde and Julius Adler
Sally Garten Balkin and Family
Gloria Berman and Family
George, Leslie, Joey and Diane Fait
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Betsy and Bezalel Haimson
Eve Hindin
Kay Jarvis-Sladky and Robert Sladky
Carol Klein
Merilyn and Joel Kupferberg
Rona and Harvey Malofsky
Bobbie and Bill Malone
Charlotte Martin
Evelyn Miller
Sherry and Paul Minkus
Barbara Myers Temkin and Harvey 

Temkin
Jane and Evan Pizer
Gerry and Warren Randy
Cindy and Max Rasansky
Francie Smith Saposnik and Herb Lewis
Barbara Spierer
Bunny and Bill Spitz
Rose Steinig
Eileen and Tom Sutula

Helen Sweet
Russ and Liz Whitesel

Lenard Porter

Sandra Porter

Ellis R. Princer

Ilene and Mark Laufman

Therma L. Princer

Ilene and Mark Laufman

The Mother of Steve Sands

Amy Lakritz and Mark Weiner

Nadine Schuster Shapiro

Sue and Donald Schuster

Rebecca and Hyman Schuster

Sue and Donald Schuster

Florence Serlin

Erica Serlin and Kenneth Kushner

Lawrence Shapiro

Barbara Roth

Rose Sherman

Zina Sherman

Shirley Sidran

Roberta Gassman and Lester Pines
Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen
Diane Gutmann and Thomas Palay
Bettine and Dan Lipman
Rona and Harvey Malofsky

Sherry and Paul Minkus
Judith and Michael Rothschild
Francie Smith Saposnik and Herb Lewis
Gary Seltzer
Judy and Ben Sidran
Nancy and Jim Youngerman

Miriam and Adolph Silver

Beatrice and Larry Harris

Norton Stoler

Patricia and John Earl
Amy Lakritz and Family
Lowell Lakritz

Patti and Mark Rafalow

Lenore and Sarah Rowe
Rochelle Stillman
Beverly Wolfgram

Anne and Arthur Sweet

Jessica and Lawrence Sweet

Miriam and Ben Sweet

Judy Zvara and Richard Sweet

Ayala and Joseph Weisblum

Bernard Weisblum

Arthur Wortzel

Claice Wortzel

Shirley Yaffe

Nancy and Michael Yaffe

Thank You for Your Tribute Gifts (continued) 

T Oy Vey
The theme of this year’s annual JSS Friends campaign is “Oy vey,” the familiar Yiddish

words of dismay in reaction to life’s unpleasant surprises. When real trouble comes, it’s
comforting to know that Jewish Social Services can help.

Personal gifts are the single most important source of support for JSS — nearly half of our
operating budget. Every gift to Friends of JSS has a positive impact on someone else’s life.

Before we close the books on this tax year, we are eagerly waiting to hear from our Friends
who traditionally make their commitments between December 1st and December 31st.
Together, you contribute nearly half of what we receive — so you can understand why your
end-of-year gift is absolutely critical.

We hope we can count on you, because so many people count on JSS. You may use the
envelope provided on page 8. Thank you.
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The Foundation For the Future Endowment Fund was created in 2003 to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of JSS. Four percent of the interest earned

annually itutilized to support the work of the agency. It is vitally important that
the corpus continues to grow. To make a gift to JSS that will last forever,

contact Barbara Spierer, 278-1808.

Foundation For the Future Donors
ThankYou

Julius and Hildegard Adler

Helen Adler z”l

Anonymous - 4

Annabelle Argand z”l

Sally G. Balkin

Michael and Sue Baumblatt

Anna Bentley

Kurt Bergen z”l

Dorit Bergen

Leonard and Norma Berkowitz

Stanley and Marjorie Berlow

Sol and Corlie Blumenfeld

Amy and Gregg Bogost

Maria Cancian and Chuck Kalish

Sharon and Mark Chernoff

Marcus and Sheila Cohen

Bernard and Toby Cohen

Marv and Mildred Conney

Ester Dahari-Sweeney

Richard and Susan Davidson

Joseph and Connie Davis

Nancy Dodge and David Watts

Ethel Dunn

Fred and Ivy Edelman

Jenny Elyanov and Bela Elkin

Steven and Patti Epstein

Leon Epstein z”l

Howard and Pam Erlanger

Robert Factor and Kris Rasmussen

Edgar Feige and Elizabeth Palay

Amy and Marty Fields

Larry and Marla Frank

Sylvia z”l and Herbert Frank

Albert and Susan Friedman

Dave z”l and Bernice Fromstein

Jac and Edie Garner

Denny and Gary Geller

Howard and Sandy Goldberg

David and Estelle Goldenberg

Jacob E. Goldenberg Foundation, *
Betsy Goldenberg Haimson, Director

Stanley Goldfarb

Les Goldsmith and Dale Kunin

Albert Goldstein

Louise Goldstein and Bruce Thomadsen

Irwin A. Goodman and Robert D. Goodman,

in memory of Harry J. and Belle Goodman

Kaete Granick

Paul Grossberg and Dean Ziemke,
in memory of Samuel Greenbaum

Betsy and Bezalel Haimson

Simon and Billie Hellerstein

Noah and Rosalyn Hershkowitz

Marcie and Robert Holding

Richard Horst

Nancy and Jesse Ishikawa

Deborah Kades

Alfred Kadushin,
in memory of Sylvia Kadushin

Cindy Kahn and Steven Marker

Stephen and Linda Kailin

Stanley Kanter

Esther Kaplan

Thomas and Cathy Kaplan

Jeffrey Kassel and Alison Einbender

Margery Katz

Stephen Kessler and Donna Anderson

Judith K. Klehr

Carol Klein

Daniel Kleinman and Susan Bernstein

Diane Becker Krasnick and Marc Krasnick

Estelle Krasno z”l

Thomas and Margie Krauskopf

Alexander and Julia Krichevsky

Miriam Cohen Kuhn and Joe Kuhn

Kal and Bobbie Kunin

Merilyn and Joel Kupferberg

Kenneth Kushner and Erica Serlin

Stanley and Sandra Kutler

Howard and Judy Landsman

Lawrence and Jean Landweber

Stanley H. Langer

Mark and Ilene Laufman

Roberta and James Lazarz

Phyllis Lefcowitz

Rosalind Levin

Daniel and Kathy Levin

Elizabeth Levine

Steven A. Levine

Irving Levy,
in memory of Dorothy Levy

Judith Lichtenstein

Martha Lottman

Yael and Eric Lund

Jill Maidenberg and Richard Thal

Harvey and Rona Malofsky

Claire and Menahem Mansoor Family Fund
Continued on page 8
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Constance and William Markey

Deborah Martin

Charlotte Martin

Rudolf Mathias z”l

Howard and Sally Mazur

Paul and Sherry Minkus

Mel Morgenbesser

Steven H. Morrison and Goldie Kadushin

Ralph and Charlotte Musin

Linda Newman

Paul Olson

Sam and Maria Onheiber

Kenneth Opin and Jan Silvers

Thomas Palay and Diane Gutmann

H. K. and Anita Parks

Robert and Janelle Pasch

Penny and Zorba Paster,
Paster Family Foundation

Judy and Daniel Pierotti

Lester Pines and Roberta Gassman

Evan and Jane Pizer *

Purple Moon Foundation

Miriam and Ruben Reininger

Debbie Reitman Judge

Linda Reivitz

Daniel and Nicole Resnick

Joan and Kenneth Riggs

Stefanie Rose

Michael Rosenblum and Justine Harris

Harry and Karen Roth

Judith and Michael Rothschild

Arlene and Hershel z”l Rotter

Royal and Muriel Rotter

Francis and Sally Schrag

Donald and Sue Schuster

Robert and Sandy Schwartz

Darlene and Stuart Schwartz

Shelley and David Schwarz

Diane Seder and Bruce J. Rosen

Gary Seltzer

Florence Shapiro

Marshall and Susan Shapiro

Amy Shapiro and Jeff Olenick

Sara J. Sherkow z”l

Karen R. Shevet Dinah

Judy and Ben Sidran

David Silverberg and Elizabeth Huebel

Steve Silverberg and Lisa Gaumnitz

Jeanne and Joe Silverberg

Cindy Silverberg Kamps and David Kamps

Francie Smith Saposnik

Elliott and Norma Sober

Paul and Sara Soglin

Barbara Spierer

William and Barbara Spitz

Mary Stamstad

Dan Stein

James and Andrea Stein

Greg and Andrea Steinberger

Ida Swarsensky

Bessie Sweet

Howard A. Sweet

Rayla G. Temin,
in memory of Howard Temin

Louise Trubek and David Max

Uri and Hagit Vardi

Lauren Vogel and George Turnbull

Burton and Georgia Wagner

Alan Weiner

Sybil Weinstein

Frances Weinstein

Bernard Weisblum

Harvey and Bonnie Wendel

Henry Wertheimer

Cheryl Rosen Weston

Deena and Peter Williams

J. Martin Wolman

Milton and Joanne Yatvin,
in memory of Lillian Aked Yatvin &

Jonathan Aked

James and Nancy Youngerman

* Additional Gifts in 2007

Thank You Foundation For the Future Donors (continued) 

Caring. Connections. Solutions.



I
n 2007, almost 25% of JSS clients received Immigration Services.
All of the cases require careful preparation, submission and tracking
of detailed government paperwork. 163 of the 237 clients served last year

were Latino. Janice Beers, program director, continues to study Spanish, but has
not yet attained fluency. To assist her, the agency recruited a ten hour per week
Spanish-speaking assistant 

Laura Burns is the newest member of the Jewish Social Services staff. As a
senior at UW-Madison, she is studying Spanish, International Studies and
Environmental Studies. After she graduates, she plans to volunteer in Latin
America and then apply to law school.

While she spent years studying Spanish in the classroom, Laura says her 
volunteer experiences in Costa Rica and a semester abroad in Spain provided 
the greatest learning opportunities. While in Costa Rica, she traveled to a small
mountain village of fifty to help locals establish sustainable eco-tourism. Laura’s
semester in Spain, while the most challenging five months of her life, was also 
the most rewarding. She lived with a host family, took classes in Spanish and
immersed herself in Spanish culture. Her semester abroad not only solidified 
her commitment to the Spanish language, but also gave her new perspectives 
on immigration issues.

Upon her return to the U.S., Laura was anxious to continue using her Spanish.
Her job as bilingual assistant at JSS has allowed her to do just that, while at the
same time providing an opportunity to learn about immigration law. Laura works
with Janice, translating Spanish documents into English, interpreting during
appointments, helping prepare immigration applications and documents and
“shadowing” Janice. Laura says she is amazed at what Janice has accomplished,
building the Immigration and Refugee Services Program -- individuals from 

different countries and backgrounds, who find themselves 
in a wide variety of circumstances.

Laura’s favorite part of the job has been 
interacting directly with immigrants seeking 
services at JSS. “My best day was when I walked
into the office and a Hispanic client was sitting
in the waiting area. I said, ‘Hola’ and spoke a
few quick words in Spanish. Immediately his
face lit up. I was delighted that just by knowing
his language, the man was put at ease. I am
proud to be a member of JSS, an organization

that not only helps people, but also strives to
welcome them to their new home.”

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O R N E R

Bienvenido, Laura

Jewish Social Services of Madison
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� If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can donate 
up to $100,000 tax free to JSS directly from
your tranditional IRA.  The law has been 
extended to cover 2008 and 2009

� In 2007:  JSS made financial assistance 
grants to 126 individuals

� 37% of our clients had incomes 
under $18,000

� 23% of our clients were disabled

� 16% of our clients were unemployed

Did you know..?
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Since its inception, the JSS Immigration Services Program
has assisted individuals from the following countries:

Albania, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, Gambia,
Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Mexico, Moldova, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Somalia, Togo, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, and Viet Nam.

Laura Burns is the newest member
of the JSS staff.



I
t is said that Madison has more 
non-profit organizations per capita than
anywhere else in the United States! 

As they all need volunteers – indeed, are
often run by volunteers – opportunities for
volunteers to be engaged in our community
are plentiful. And it isn’t just Madison; in
2006, Wisconsin had the sixth-highest
volunteer rate for young adults, ninth-
highest for college students and the 
tenth-highest rate for older adults. 

All those volunteers need to be
recruited, trained, given the tools to do
their jobs, supervised and appreciated.
This – and much more – is the job of the
volunteer coordinator. Most volunteer
coordinators “fell” into the job; when was
the last time you heard a child say that he
wanted to coordinate volunteers when he
grew up? However, there is a growing
trend to professionalize the field, in 
recognition of the body of knowledge
necessary to do these tasks well. 

Volunteer coordinators share many 
of the functions of Human Resources
professionals and must pay attention to 
risk management. They also help 
volunteers through personal crises 
and share their joys. For many in the
community, volunteers are all they’ll see 
of an agency; indeed, the volunteer IS 
the agency for them. It’s
important that volunteers
understand this and see
themselves as partners
with the organization,
which they truly are.

There are many resources for volunteer
coordinators, including the United Way of
Dane County Volunteer Center, and the
national group, Association of Volunteer
Resources Management. Here in Madison
one of the most important resources for
volunteer coordinators is a professional
association, Dane County Administrators of
Volunteers Services. Members are kept 

up-to-date with interesting and topical
programs six times a year, and a half-day
conference is co-sponsored by DCAVS and
the United Way of Dane County Volunteer
Center. Like many organizations, DCAVS is
run entirely by volunteers.

The most important learning seems to
take place when members network
during the “Lunch and Learn”

programs, and when they serve
on committees. Like being a
parent, volunteer coordinators are
expected to learn on the job and,

as with new parents, getting together to
share ideas with peers builds confidence and
increases knowledge. Agencies, volunteer
programs, clients and volunteers themselves
are the beneficiary of this process.

If you’d like to volunteer, contact 
Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, ext. 227,
or check out the JSS website at
www.jssmadison.org.
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