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Lois Stoler
Marylyn & Stewart Stroup
David & Judy Suchman
Abby & Kurt Suckow
David Sulman & Anne Altshuler
Joan Sumkin & John Butler
Louis & Julie Swedarsky
Clara Sweet
Howard Sweet
Lawrence & Jessica Sweet
Michael Sweet
Richard Sweet & Judy Zvara
Shirley Sweet z”l
Ethel Waisman Tarkow & Harold Tarkow
Jane & Tom Taves
Robin Taylor
Gamber Tegtmeyer
Rayla Temin
Harvey Temkin & Barbara Myers Temkin
Julius Temkin
Marilyn & Bob Teper
Sylvia Thal
Cindy & Ken Thomas
Russell & Karen Tomar
Judith Torres & Richard Chamberlain
Dennis Trosch
Liya Tsinovaya
Frank & Barbara Tuerkheimer
Doris Unger
Catherine Vakhnina
Flora van Wormer
Uri & Hagit Vardi
Iosif & Inna Verbnyy
Laurence Victor
Nadya Vinokur
Shirley Volpiansky
Burton & Georgia Wagner
Phyllis & Steve Wainger
Arnold & Ellen Wald
Gerda Wald
David & Sallie Waller
Rosemary & Herbert Wang
Bruce & Jennifer Wasserstrom
Ziva & Jim Wear
Beth Weber
Lisa Webne-Behrman & Harry Behrman
Alan Weinberg & Claire Weiss
Fran Weiner z”l
Frances Weinstein

Sybil Weinstein
June Weisberger Blanchard
Bernard Weisblum
Sandra Weitzman
Harvey & Bonnie Wendel
Henry Wertheimer
Ruth & Roger Westmont
Cheryl Rosen Weston
Lorelei Wexler
William & Linda White
Russell & Liz Whitesel
Deena & Peter Williams
Craig & Betsy Wilson
Bruce & Carol Winkler
Mitchell & Suzanne Wolf
Susan & Lawrence Wolfinsohn
Richard Wolman
Charlotte Woolf
Clarice Wortzel
Sandy Wright & Michael Soref
Alex Yevzlin & Paola Fliman
James & Nancy Youngerman
Haya & Moshe Yuchtman
Allen & Ruth Zacharias
Daniel & Irene Zimmerman
Laurie Zimmerman & Renee Bauer
Clarice & Newton Zinder
Nancy Zucker & Michael Burns

Foundations

Gilbert & J. Dorothy Palay Family 
Foundation LTD.
Irwin A. & Robert D. Goodman Foundation
Jacob E. Goldenberg Foundation
Purple Moon Foundation
Rotter Family Foundation, Inc.
The Community Foundation of Grant 
County
Wallach Foundation, Inc.

Estates

Vera Croner 
June Klein
Janet Kramer
Bessie Sweet

Organizations & Businesses 

Associated Insurance Agency Inc.
Attic Angels Place, Inc.
Bagels Forever
Chadash Community Hebrew Academy
Jewish Day School
Madison Computer Works
Network for Good
Temple Beth El
West Madison Senior Coalition
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Thank You to Friends of JSS (continued) 

W
Meet Carly Dachis, JSS Administrative Assistant

When calling, e-mailing or visiting JSS, Carly Dachis is 
probably the first person you’ll meet. She joined JSS in January, 
2011, and provides administrative support for our fundraising, 
gift processing and communication initiatives. She is also the  
person to contact if you have a vehicle to donate. Carly can be 
reached at 278-1808 or office@jssmadison.org. 

Carly earned her BA degree from Indiana University with a joint major in journalism and 
political science. While attending, she was introduced to the power of development through 
the University’s Dance Marathon, a student-run non-profit.

Prior to moving to Madison, Carly lived in Chicago where she worked with Rotary 
International and its affiliates, the Rotary Foundation and the Rotary Peace Fellowships 
program. A Minnesota native, Carly migrated to Madison last fall to join her college  
sweetheart, Matt. She is also quite attached to her two kittens.

Carly is enjoying the challenges of her position and is looking forward to helping JSS  
grow as it continues to serve the Madison community. “It’s nice to be part of such a warm 
and generous Midwest Jewish community,” Carly tells us.

IN HONOR OF:
Jane Acacia
 Elisabeth Wainwright

Livia Asher, special birthday
  Rayla Temin

Dave Carimi
 Dave & Shelley Schwarz

Corine Cohn
 Sally Balkin

Sergey Davalchenko, marriage
 Sandy & Gloria Spitzer

Bruce Thomadsen & Louise Goldstein, 
granddaughter Ashley Frieda Eisenberg
 Thomas Palay & Diane Gutmann

Betty Ettinger, birthday
 Judy Ettinger

Jacob Fiksel, Graduation
 Herb Lewis & Francie Smith Saposnik

Fred & Holly Frank
 Sally Balkin

Elsie Glass, well wishes
 Ghita Bessman

Stacy Goldman 
 Sue & Mike z”I Baumblatt

Louise Goldstein
 Jill and Bill Boissonnault
 Rita Kozmits
 Abe Landsman

Chuck & Barbara Gordon
 Joel & Merilyn Kupferberg

Diane Gutmann
 Berry & Debbie Berman

Betsy Haimson
 Temple Beth El Sisterhood

Diane Krasnick and Marc Krasnick, on the 
marriage of Jessica and Philip
 Sally Balkin

Roz Kopelberg, well wishes
 Sally Balkin

Herb Lewis & Francie Smith Saposnik,  
granddaughter Ayana Matar Saposnik
 Howard & Pam Erlanger
 Thomas Palay & Diane Gutmann
 Michael & Judith Rothschild

Annabelle Loeb, Mother’s Day
 Marc Shovers, Jan Loeb and Family

Archie Loeb, birthday
 Al & Betty Shovers

Steve Peterman, birthday
 Dave & Shelley Schwarz

Dan & Judy Pierotti 
 David Blockstein

David Seligman & Betsy Abramson
 Sally Balkin

Gary Seltzer
 Steve Rottman

Marshall Shapiro
 Ghita Bessman

Emily Shayman
 Matilda Ripley

Betty Shovers, Mother’s Day
 Marc Shovers, Jan Loeb & Family

Francie Smith Saposnik
 Sue & Mike z”I Baumblatt 

Rena Gelman
 Hope Langer Gertler
 Bert Langer Goldberg

Ben & Judy Sidran, granddaughter Sol 
Parker Sidran 
 Jerilyn Goodman
 Robert & Joann Skloot
 Barbara Spierer

Barbara Spierer
 Jill and Bill Boissonnault

Joan Weiser
 Dave & Shelley Schwarz

Renee Bauer & Laurie Zimmerman, daugh-
ter Meytal Zimbauer
 Jean Weissburg

IN MEMORY OF:

Sylvia Anderson
 Peter Anderson

Michael Baumblatt
 Ghita Bessman
 Frances Culbertson
 David & Estelle Goldenberg
 Mitch & Sharon Rapkin
 Bob & Sandy Schwartz

Nikki Baumblatt
 Sally G. Balkin
 Sol & Corlie Blumenfeld
 Lowell Lakritz*
 Kent & Valerie Mannis
 Evan & Jane Pizer
 Sandy Porter
 Mitch & Sharon Rapkin
 Harry & Karen Roth 
 Joe & Glenna Shutkin
 Joe & Jeanne Silverberg

Fern Bergson
 Sol & Corlie Blumenfeld

Donna Boorstein
 Harry & Karen Roth 

Amy Brakarsh
 Bruce Thomadsen & Louise Goldstein

Ervin Bruner
 Helen Bruner

Alvin Clark
 Barry Perkel & Ellen Rosner

Vol. 11, No. 1 Connections Page 3

Thank You
JSS Offers A Sincere

for Your Tribute Gifts
The following contributions were made between April 1st, 2011 and June 30th, 2011.

Continued on page 4
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Dealing With the Unexpected
(Client’s name has been changed to 

protect confidentiality)

W  hen JSS agreed to accept George 
as a financial management client, 
there were unexpected challenges. 

As we understood it, another agency had 
helped him transition into an apartment that 
was appropriate and affordable.

George moved on September 1, 2010,  
and JSS became his Representative Payee 
with the Social Security Administration  
four weeks later. But then the real story  
began to unfold. First, we found out that 
because this unit was above HUD maximum 
rates, the client’s share of the rent would  
be $40 more than in his last place. By itself, 
that was not insurmountable, but then  
came the next surprise.

When the City came to inspect the 
premises, there was only one minor  
problem–a defective gasket on the   
refrigerator. The landlord ordered the  
part immediately and installed it as soon  
as it arrived. Then the inspector returned  
to the apartment and gave it a passing 
grade. However, all of this took twenty-two 
days and much to the dismay of the JSS 
social worker, the monthly HUD subsidy 

could not be activated until the unit passed 
inspection. Despite an appeal to the local 
Housing Authority and to the Wisconsin 
Housing and Economic Development 
Authority (WHEDA) which oversee  
the program, our client was responsible for 
100% of the rent for the first 
twenty-two days of September. 
He owed a security deposit as 
well. 

Since our client’s budget 
did not allow for this extra 
$826, we sought help 
from a local assistance 
program. Our advo-
cacy efforts produced 
a grant of $400. We 
arranged a monthly payment 
plan to cover the rest. Fortunately, we had 
a landlord with a heart who agreed to this 
arrangement.

The next surprise came in the form of 
sticker shock. It turned out that the rental 
unit had electric heat. Because our client 
had suffered a stroke, he couldn’t tolerate 
changes in temperature. As it grew colder 
outside, the MG&E bills grew larger. The 
$200 monthly budget plan we had arranged 
quickly turned into a $300 budget plan. 

The only way that we were able to keep 
pace with the utility bill was by applying 
for Energy Assistance, a Federally funded 
program. Not only did our client receive 

two grants through this 
program, with the assis-
tance of MG&E staff, 

George qualified for 
another “catch-up” program. 
George’s JSS social worker 

registered as his Authorized 
Representative so that she 
could handle   
the paperwork.

Because of all these 
financial challenges, it 

became abundantly clear 
that it was too risky for George to remain 

where he was living. Additionally, the apart-
ment wasn’t built to be wheelchair acces-
sible and created logistical issues for George 
in his electric wheelchair. Traditionally, 
subsidized apartment buildings for seniors 
and those with disabilities have long waiting 
lists. However, the JSS social worker also 
knew that subsidized buildings are supposed 
to maintain separate waiting lists for acces-
sible units. She located a well run building 
in a safe neighborhood that had no one on 
the wheelchair list. As luck would have it, a 
unit became available in a reasonable length 
of time.

Then came the final hurdle: HUD  
regulations require that potential tenants  
pass both a criminal and financial background 
checks. The former was no problem. The 
latter was and, indeed, is what led to the 
appointment of a financial manager. What 
was a denial turned into an approval once 
the JSS social worker presented the appeal, 
outlining the extenuating circumstances and 
offering a written guarantee that JSS will 
make sure bills are paid on time.

So, one year to the day that our client 
moved into a marginally accessible 
unaffordable apartment, he relocated into  
a different building that should meet his 
needs very well. His part of the rent, 
including the heat, will be affordable. Because 
the entire building is fully accessible, George 
will be able to visit the communal meeting 
rooms, as well as the adjoining senior center, 
which houses a subsidized meal site and many 
ongoing activities. With great relief, JSS will 
continue as George’s financial manager.

A
Leave a Legacy to Jewish Social Services
The Bird’s Nest

Once a beautiful bird came to the 
king’s garden and nested high in a tree. 
The king wished to catch the bird, so he 
commanded his servants to form a human 
ladder to reach the top of the tree. Just as 
the highest man reached the nest, the man 
at the bottom weakened, and the human 
ladder collapsed. 

“So it is with us,” taught the Baal Shem 
Tov. “We all depend on the lesser and 
greater to help us. But when one of us 
weakens, everything collapses and we all 
must begin anew”.

–taken from The Classic Tales; 4000 
Years of Jewish Lore by Ellen Frankel

Of the many ways in which people 
can contribute to Jewish Social Services, 
planned giving options offer donors 
unique and meaningful ways in which to 
support JSS’s mission today while leav-
ing a legacy for future generations. The 

benefits of planned giving stretch beyond 
the immediate need and help JSS prepare 
for the future by ensuring our ability to 
continually provide services and programs 
to enrich the lives of those we serve.

If you have not yet included JSS in your 
estate plans, the following are some of the 
most popular methods to accomplish your 
goal. The advice of an attorney and qualified 
financial planner is necessary to assess your 
personal situation and help you to decide 
which options might best serve your goals. 
 ■ Charitable Bequest
 ■ Gifts of Life Insurance
 ■ Retirement Plan Assets

If you would like further information on 
providing for Jewish Social Services in your 
estate plans, please contact Terrie Goren, 
JSS Executive Director, 278-1808, ext. 235, 
tgoren@jssmadison.org. Jewish Social Services 
does not provide tax or legal advice and the 
information herein is not intended as legal, tax, 
or investment advice. 
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Did you know..?
■ The next “Live at the 92Y” will feature   
 Nobel economist/columnist Paul Krugman
 and author/journalist Sylvia Nasar,   
 Monday, October 17th at the Double Tree 
 by Hilton, 525 W. Johnson St. Optional   
 dinner 5:30 ($18) and presentation 7pm   
 ($18), parking included. Watch your mail   
 or visit www.jssmadison.org for details and 
 registration information.

■ The JSS Annual Meeting and Nosh,   
 Sunday, October 30th, 2 pm at Temple   
 Beth El will feature guest speaker,   
 Mayor Paul Soglin. The entire    
 community is invited to this free event.

■ JSS has received two grants from the   
 Dane County Bar Association. The   
 Worthy Causes Grant will be used to   
 improve the Immigrant & Refugee   
 Services section of the JSS website.   
 The Pro Bono Trust Grant will be used   
 to purchase case management software   
 for the Immigrant & Refugee    
 Services Program.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O R N E R

Welcome to Susy Cranley

Jewish Social Services of Madison

Connections

Kris Rasmussen, President

Terrie Goren, Executive Director
Ext. 235, tgoren@jssmadison.org

Services to Individuals and Families Under Stress
Barbara Spierer, LCSW, Ext. 230

spierer@jssmadison.org

Senior Services
Francie Smith Saposnik, LCSW, Ext. 228

francie@jssmadison.org

Immigrant & Refugee Services
Janice Beers, MA, Ext. 225

janice@jssmadison.org

Volunteer Services
Louise Goldstein, MSW CVA, Ext.227

louise@jssmadison.org

Vehicle Donations
Carly Dachis

office@jssmadison.org

Barbara Spierer, Editor

Christine Pavelko, Designer

Susy Cranley, Carly Dachis,
Louise Goldstein, Barbara Spierer

Contributing Writers

(Susy Cranley is the part-time bilingual assistant to Janice Beers, 
Director of Immigrant and Refugee Services)

I  grew up a first generation Latina in the small town of Dundee, Illinois. My father 
was a Cuban doctor and my mom, a Mexican nurse, who met in Mexico City and 
came to Chicago when my dad was a medical resident.

Although Dundee was a typical all-American town, it also happened to have a 
small population of migrant Mexican workers. Recently, I’ve thought a lot about those 

migrant workers and wonder how they managed in such a 
small, English-speaking town. Luckily, my father decided 

to live in Dundee and was able to help them with their 
medical needs; but I’m not sure what social services 

were available to immigrants in the 1970’s. I imag-
ine navigating through everyday life must not have 
been easy.

After college, I worked in Chicago for IBM  
and then Accenture, which was called Andersen 
Consulting back then. I was an Engagement 

Specialist, which meant I worked on computer 
systems projects at the client site. For six years 

I traveled to project sites around the country and 
worked on financial reporting policy and procedures  

and general administration for the “engagement” (project). 
Those years were filled with 12 plus hour work days and a lot 

of learning about the professional business world. At the same time, those years were 
filled with a lot of personal fun times, as ones’ twenties tend to be.

In 1992, I married Paul Cranley, who I met in college five years earlier through his 
sister, my college roommate. We had never lived in the same state after his senior 
year, the year I met him, and at times we lived in different countries. After he moved 
to Chicago, where I was living in 1991, it did not take long to see that we belonged 
together, so we got married the following year.

In 1997, Paul graduated from law school and we welcomed our daughter, Sofia. 
By 2001, two more children, Emma and Paul had joined our family and I decided to 
stay home with them. During those years I always kept myself very busy at home 
and with volunteer work. But once the kids were settled into the middle school 
routine, the time came to get back into the {paid} work force.

In starting my second career, I was motivated by a desire to become involved in 
social service work that would not only be personally rewarding, but would help 
make a difference in people’s lives. In particular, I hoped to become involved in 
Madison’s growing and often underserved Spanish speaking community. I have no 
doubt that this ambition came partly out of my upbringing in Dundee, seeing my 
father provide medical care to a Mexican community that sometimes could only 
“pay” for his services by providing some service of their own in return.

I have appreciated and enjoyed the opportunity to work and learn from Janice 
about the JSS Immigrant and Refugee Program. I am continually impressed and 
humbled by the personal stories of struggles and hard work for a chance at a better 
life in the United States. I’m proud to work for JSS because this program provides a 
service that directly improves the lives of New Americans by helping them become 
secure workers and citizens of the greater Madison community.
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Liz and Russ Whitesel
Supporting Causes in Which They Believe

L iz and Russ Whitesel are not the kind of people to draw  
 attention to themselves. They just do the right thing, year  
in and year out.

Over the years the couple has taken action as a team, but  
they also do their own thing. Four times a year, when Temple  
Beth El and its “buddy congregation,” Blessed Sacrament,  
welcome homeless guests for a week through The Road Home,  
the Whitesels never fail to sign up for at least one shift when  
they are in town. They became so committed to helping those  
struggling to establish a permanent home that they applied to 
become mentors to a single mom and her two children entering 
The Road Home’s next stage, the Second Chance Apartment 
Program. Over the next two years, whatever the challenges   
faced by their mentee, Liz and Russ stayed by her side, offering 
practical advise and moral support. She and her children are still in 
permanent housing and Liz and Russ stay in touch.

For years, Liz, a recently retired speech therapist for the Madison 
Metropolitan School District’s Early Childhood Program, provided 
sign language interpretation on High Holy Days and for eight 
years, in Sunday School so that children with hearing impair-

ments were able to participate in all of the Temple activities. Liz 
was President of the Temple Beth El Sisterhood and also served as 
Co-Chair of the Mitzvah Day event for a number of years.

Russ, an attorney who recently retired from the Wisconsin 
Legislative Council, provides volunteer legal counseling through a  
UW Law School program serving low income individuals who are 
in jeopardy of losing their homes to foreclosure. Russ also served 
as President of the Temple Beth El Men’s Club.

When they receive their annual JSS Friends solicitation, Liz and 
Russ are among the first to respond. They also support the agency 
through tribute gifts honoring and memorializing people they care 
about. The Whitesels are not wealthy philanthropists. They simply 
make tzdakah a priority in their budget, providing consistent support 
to organizations and causes in which they believe. 

Russ and Liz have entered a new phase of their lives. Now that 
they are retired, they have even more time to pursue their passions 
– living a healthy lifestyle, tending to family and friends, and pursu-
ing social justice. As they await the arrival of their first grandchild, 
we thank them for their continued generosity.
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Tamara Kolosovskaya and her family are 
émigrés from Rostov-on-Don, Russia. 
In 2006 they joined their son and his 

family already residing in Madison. As a mother 
and grandmother, having her family reunited 

brought Tamara great joy. In Russia she 
had been a music teacher. However, 

in her last few years there she 
worked as a home health aide for a 
Jewish senior center. 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) 
whose staff was located in Milwaukee, 

handled their initial resettlement phase. However, 
family members had ongoing concerns to address. 
Tamara, her husband and second son soon 
learned that in Madison, “Every Russian person 
knows that Jewish Social  Services helps others 
who come from Russia.” And, thus, coordinating 
with LSS, JSS began to serve the family.

Tamara reports that her family members have 
received a lot of care and help in finding jobs,  
applying for disability programs and more, from 
Janice, Barbara, and Louise. “Our whole family 
values this help and is very grateful,” Tamara tells 
us and adds, “Americans are so helpful because  
their hearts are open.”

Louise provided a volunteer to help family 
members wade through mail and forms and assist 
them in learning English as a Second Language. 
When that volunteer, Gary Sponholz, left 
Madison to teach English in Russia, he urged 
JSS to recruit a replacement. Louise connected 
with Megan Gross, a graduate student and 
doctorial candidate of Speech and 
Language Pathology at  
UW-Madison. Megan was 
glad to add something new 
to her life so that she was 
not completely consumed 
by her studies. Her solu-
tion was to do something 

not just for herself but for someone else as well. 
Megan, fluent in Russian but always striving to 
improve her language skills accepted this opportu-
nity. Thus, the best kind of volunteer match was 
made; one that benefits both the volunteer and 
the recipient. 

Megan began volunteering in October 2009, 
mostly with Tamara, because she was eager 
to continue improving her English. Megan 
says that Tamara is a dedicated student whose 
spoken English has improved steadily. Both 
were thrilled when they began having tele-
phone conversations in English!

The time spent together isn’t all work.  
Sometimes the two women meet for something  
fun, such as concerts where son Yuriy plays the 
domra, a Russian stringed folk instrument, and 
piano. The whole family has performed at World 
War II victory celebrations at the Madison Senior 
Center with husband Vladimir on the bayan, 
another Russian stringed folk instrument, and 
Tamara playing piano and singing.

Tamara is a woman of deep faith and Megan 
finds Tamara’s faith very inspiring. “…Tamara is so 
caring; she’s like a mother to everyone….” Megan 
feels as if she’s part of the family. She is very grate-
ful for that connection, as Tamara has become an 

important person in her life. Asked 
how it is that this family has so 
often inspired others to help them, 
Megan responds simply, “They care 

so much about people.” It seems 
that their hearts are open, as well. 

Tutoring ESL is just one way to make a real  
difference in someone else’s life. There are many  
other ways to partner with JSS as a volunteer.  
If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, ext. 227 
or louise@jssmadison.org.
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Their Hearts are Open
Megan Gross and Tamara Kolosovskaya

Megan and Tamara 
have become like 
family.


