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Volunteer Opportunities

Something new!!  Rosh Hashanah teas will be held at Meriter, Coventry, Attic Angels and Independent Living.  Would you like to help by escorting frail people from the nursing homes to the teas?  Teas are scheduled for September 22, October 10 and October 11.  Contact Louise at 278-1808, ext. 26 to volunteer.
New “Volunteer Check-in” Card:  Staying in Touch with JSS Staff
By now you should have received our new volunteer feedback card in the mail.  We hope you’ll fill it out and send it back to us if you haven’t already.  The card is one way for us to stay in touch with our “off site” volunteers so we can provide support, untangle problems, and get your feedback and suggestions. 
Thank you! and a Little Gift

We have a generous supply of translucent blue letter openers, stylishly sporting the JSS name and phone number, that we’d like to offer you as a small “thank you” gift.  Just get in touch with us to get yours.
Save the date for our next Volunteer Training!
· Developing relationships & handling transitions
· Working with the social worker.  
· The use of art, what it can teach us about the people we serve, and how to incorporate an aesthetic sense into your volunteering

When:  
Thursday, September 29

Time:   
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Where: 
Jewish Social Services, Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building, 6434 Enterprise Lane 

Our trainers will be 

· Francie Smith Saposnik, JSS Director of Senior Services 
· Nancy Dodge, JSS Geriatric Social Worker

· Denny Geller, Art Therapist at Oakwood Village West

This training is designed for volunteers serving as Friendly Visitors, First Friends, English as a Second Language tutors, Drivers, Errand Runners, Readers, Shabbat volunteers, Telephone Reassurance, Bikur Cholim and any other volunteers working directly with clients.

RSVP to Louise Goldstein at 278-1808, ext. 26, or louisejss@mjcc.net.

 Dearth of Drivers Driving Many to Despair (pardon the allilteration)
In a recent survey conducted by United Jewish Communities, senior transportation was rated as a high priority more often than other issues.  It is also a priority for people with disabilities who cannot drive.  Lack of transportation means people can’t attend events that in the past gave their lives meaning and provided social and intellectual stimulation, or accomplish the simplest of personal errands.
Most forms of transportation available to seniors don’t run at night or on weekends, when many community and social events and religious services are held.  During the day they don’t take people to visit the grave of a loved one or to a funeral, to visit a friend in a nursing home or to social events, and many services won’t take people with disabilities, some of whom also desperately need transportation.
The “Driver Connection”

To address this problem, Jewish Social Services has established the “Driver Connection” program.  We are looking for reliable drivers with good driving records to join the “Driver Connection” and drive JSS clients on either a regular or as-needed basis.  Some of our clients also need an escort into the building, or an arm to lean on.  If you have a flexible schedule and a little time in your day, and are interested in being a Driver Connections volunteer, contact Louise Goldstein at 278-1808, ext.26, or louisejss@mjcc.net.  We are always ready to welcome new volunteer drivers, as the need is so great. 
Volunteer Driver Policy

Drivers register with JSS as volunteers, with the usual background and reference checks, and interview.  In addition, we check their driver’s license and proof of insurance (either by photocopy or in person), and we do a Driver’s Record Check with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, at our expense.  This information is kept confidential, in a locked file.  Copies of the policy are available upon request.  

Additional Information for Volunteer Drivers…
Volunteers have limited liability under the law.  If you are acting as a volunteer, within the scope of your defined responsibilities, your liability in case of an accident may be limited (Wis. Statute 181.0670).  To maintain your volunteer status, you cannot be paid by your rider.  The miles you drive as a volunteer may be deductible under IRS rules (consult your accountant).  This does not refer to driving to get to your volunteer work, but does apply if your volunteer task is specifically to drive a client somewhere. 
JSS Website 
Our website address is jewishmadison.org/jss.  On the JSS home page is a link to the JSS calendar.  There you will find a schedule of Lechayim programs, Shabbat programs, trainings and public events sponsored by JSS.
If you received this by mail, and would like to receive The Volunteer Connection electronically, 

e-mail your address to louisejss@mjcc.

Thank you for volunteering for Jewish Social Services!
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