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THANK YOU!!
Although National Volunteer Week is April 23-29, at JSS we believe that volunteers are special all year long.  You help us meet our mission of providing caring, practical solutions to people in need, you enrich the lives of people in our community, and you do it all willingly and with good humor.  We cannot thank you enough, but we will try to by listing you in the April issue of the Monthly Reporter.  Each of you is important to us and we have made every effort to make sure this list is accurate and complete, but if we’ve inadvertently neglected to list your name, please let us know.  Contact Louise at 278-1808.
Volunteer Training

Monday, April 17, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building, 6434 Enterprise Lane.
Managing Transitions for Volunteer Visitors
Breaking the ice with someone new.  Mourning the death of someone you’ve been visiting.  Changes in your own life such as marriage or childbirth.  Saying goodbye when you are leaving town.  All of these transitions can be challenging when you’ve established a meaningful relationship with someone you visit or tutor.  Join us to learn from our presenters and share your own experiences.
Our presenters are:

Francie Smith Saposnik, JSS Director of Senior Services 

Nancy Dodge, JSS Geriatric Social Worker

A panel of volunteers who will share their perspectives:  Merilyn Kupferberg, Saul Levin, Mel Siedband & Barry Stern.

A Pesadikeh (Passover) nosh will be served.  RSVP to Louise Goldstein at 278-1808 or louisejss@mjcc.net
Staying in Touch

Because most of our volunteer opportunities are “off-site,” we rely on you to stay in touch and let us know how often you’re volunteering, and how things are going.  If anything needs attention we’d like to be able to address it, so that small problems don’t become big ones.  We’d also like to hear about the little successes and joys of volunteering.  Please be sure to let us know if you have decided to end your volunteer work!
Pesach Volunteer Opportunities
The annual Community Senior Seder at Oakwood Village West is Tuesday, April 18 from 11:30-2:00.  Volunteer duties include greeting & directing guests, registering and seating guests, helping people in wheelchairs get seated, setting up, serving, clearing tables and driving guests.  (drivers must be approved JSS drivers; see below).  Some of these activities begin at 10:30, some later.  Contact Louise for information and to volunteer for this enjoyable event.

Calling all bakers:  Do you make a terrific sponge cake?  Here’s your chance to share it with the community.  Contact Louise at 278-1808 
Shabbat Volunteer Opportunity

Our monthly Shabbat gathering at Oakwood Village West couldn’t take place without our terrific team of volunteers, and we welcome you to consider joining them.  Volunteers bring residents in wheelchairs to the program, sit with them, pass out challah and wine, sing, join the discussion, and engage the residents in conversation.  We’ll even give you written directions to get you through the Oakwood maze!  For many residents and volunteers, this is a highlight of the month.  It’s a time of song, warmth and friendship. 
The Jewish Social Services “Driver Connection”

Little by little, as a result of notices like this one, we have been adding volunteer drivers to our program.  The help they provide is tremendous, and absolutely critical to the well-being of many of our clients.  If you’re a reliable driver with a good driving record and dependable vehicle, a flexible schedule and a little time in your day, consider joining the “Driver Connection.”  You can drive JSS clients on either a regular or as-needed basis.  Some of our clients may need an escort into the building.  Contact Louise Goldstein at 278-1808, ext.26, or louisejss@mjcc.net.  
JSS Website has a new, yet familiar, look
The Jewish Social Services website has had a make-over!  We think it is more attractive, because it is based on our agency brochure, and easier to use.   Please let us know if there’s anything we can do to improve it!  Our website address is jewishmadison.org/jss.  On the JSS home page there is a link to the JSS calendar.  There you will find a schedule of Lechayim programs, Shabbat programs, summer programs for seniors, volunteer trainings and public events sponsored by JSS, such as “Movies for a Wednesday Afternoon.”
One last thing:  If you did not receive The Volunteer Connection electronically, but would like to, 
e-mail your address to louisejss@mjcc.    

Thank you for volunteering for Jewish Social Services!
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